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The impact of climate change on 
the Rwenzori mountains

Situated in western Uganda, the 
Rwenzori Mountains National Park 
was gazetted as a national park in 
1991 and forms a 120 km long and 
65 km wide chain of mountains that 
traverses the four districts of Kasese, 
Bundibugyo, Bunyangabo and 
Kabarole, along the boundary with 
the Democratic Republic of Congo 
(DRC). Over 75% of the range is 
found in Uganda with the rest falling 
in the DRC, where it is part of the Parc 
National des Virunga       (PNV).

Among the renown mountains is 
Mt. Stanley, with its highest peak – 
Margherita – standing at 5109m above 
sea level and ranking as Africa’s third 
highest point. The other mountains 
are Mt. Speke (4890m), Mt. Baker 
(4843m), Mt. Emin (4798m) and Mt. 
Gessi (4715m), Mt. Luigi di Savoia 
(4627m). The mountains are reported 
to have been formed about three 
million years ago by the uplifting of 
rocks due to forces within the earth’s 
crust. The rocks include igniess, 
amphibolite, granite and quartzite 
(Taylor & Howard, 1998).

The park is known for having glaciers 
on the equator. With global warming, 
however, the snows are receding, 
glaciers are melting and crevasses 
are appearing. Climate change is also 
resulting in changes in vegetation 

zones, shifting species, changes in 
rainfall patterns and in an increase in 
flood incidences. According to the 
park’s general management plan for 
2016-2025, research carried out in 
the Rwenzori in the 1950s by Menziel, 
in the 1990s by Kaser and in 2006 by 
Tailor indicate that the area covered 
by alpine glacier has reduced from 
7.5km2 in 1906 to less than 1km2 in 
2003. Glaciers currently occur on three 
mountains: Mt. Stanley, Mt. Speke 
and Mt. Baker and could disappear 
at the current rate of recession of 
approximately 0.7km2 per decade 
within the next 20 years (Kaser 2002 
and Taylor 2006).

The receding snow, according to 
UWA, has resulted in the creation of 
up to 20 lakes on the mountains. These 
lakes supply and sustain several rivers 
running down the mountains. In recent 
years, these have led to disastrous 
flooding, affecting the surrounding 
communities (and the country at 
large) as the waters have carried huge 
boulders that razed almost the entire 
Kilembe town, destroyed 15 schools, 
swept away homes and farms, cut off 
bridges, shattered the Nyamwamba 
small hydro-power project camp and 
domestic water supply systems such 
as boreholes, protected springs and 
water treatment plants.
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In February 2012, unprecedented fires 
broke out in the mountains, affecting 
the vegetation that helps to control 
the river flows. According to UNESCO, 
the fires started in the heather zone 
(3000-4000m) and spread to the afro-
alpine moorland zone (4000-4500m). 
Because of high humidity and low air 
pressure, the occurrence of fires in 
this zone was deemed unlikely and 
therefore not envisaged in the 2004-
2015 fire Management Plan of the 
National Park. The fires burnt 4800 
ha or approximately 5% of the park’s 
total area. The flames continued for a 
month, especially in steep areas that 
were unreachable to firefighters, until 
the rains controlled them.

One year later, in 2013, the country 
witnessed the first ever devastating 
floods in the Rwenzori. The floods 

returned in 2020 when five rivers 
(Nyamwamba, Mubuku, Lhuburiba, 
Nyamughasani and Sebwe) burst 
their banks, affecting much of Kasese 
district.

Whereas the effects of climate change 
directly affect people’s tangible and 
intangible cultural heritage, attention 
has been drawn towards the lives 
and property lost. It is against this 
background that the Cross-Cultural 
Foundation of Uganda (CCFU) in 
partnership with the International 
National Trusts Organisation 
(INTO) embarked in late 2020 on 
a project aimed at contributing to 
the preservation of the important 
elements of the cultural heritage of 
communities in the Rwenzori and Alur 
regions.

Bakonzo men happy to have visited one of their sacred caves inside the park
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With support from the British Council’s 
Cultural Protection Fund and in 
partnership with the UK Department 
for Digital, Culture, Media and Sport, 
one of our major activities in phase 
one of the project was publishing a 
booklet: “Melting snow and flooding 
rivers; selected cultural heritage sites 
at risk from climate change in the 
Rwenzori region, 2021”. The booklet 
contained a description of nine 
sites, all outside the national park, 
apart from one – the Mulyambuli-
Nzwirangya-Nyamwamba confluence.

Hence, this particular booklet focuses 
on heritage sites in the national 

park in Kasese district. The sites 
mainly concern the Bakonzo, who 
form the majority ethnic group in 
Kasese district. Culturally, the district 
comprises four chiefdoms (Kambasa, 
Muyina, Bukangama Buthale and 
Katswabwemi) of the nine that form 
the Obusinga Bwa Rwenzururu 
(OBR) cultural institution. The other 5 
are: Bunyangabo chiefdom, Buhira 
chiefdom, Beghendera chiefdom 
in Bunyangabo district, Bughonga 
chiefdom and Bunyangalha chiefdom 
in Bundibugyo district.

4 Cultural heritage sites at risk from climate change in the Rwenzori Mountains National Park
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The cultural values associated with 
the Rwenzori deserve as much 
appreciation as its natural aspects

When parts of the Rwenzori Mountains 
above 2,200m (covering about 995 
sq. km) were gazetted as a forest 
reserve in 1941, the intention was to 
conserve their flora and fauna. The 
first forest management plan, written 
in 1948, prescribed strict protective 
management in view of the mountain’s 
role as Uganda’s largest and most 
valuable water catchment. Indeed, 
even the second management plan 
in 1961 continued to emphasise 
the importance of protecting water 
catchment.

There was then little or no attention 
given to the cultural values associated 
with the mountains by the local 
population. This was interpreted by 
the natives as an exclusion from the 
mountains. Such exclusion, coupled 
with very stringent restrictions on the 
use of the forest resources, widened 
the gap between the local community 
and the authorities managing the 
forest reserve.

“Colonial conservation was for tourist 
consumption,” says Stanley Baluku, 
a researcher and native of the area. 
“The exclusion of the Bakonzo was 
intentional to preserve the parks for 
the whites.”

As a result, the local communities 

were no longer bothered by the 
consequences of their activities on 
the Park. It is recorded that since 
the sixties, the mountains have 
been increasingly threatened by the 
demands of a growing population. 
According to the 2016- 2025 general 
management plan for the Park 
(which makes reference to earlier 
management plans), prepared by the 
Uganda Wildlife Authority (UWA), 
the government body that manages 
national parks, the cultivation of 
steeper land below the protected 
area boundary has continued to cause 
serious soil erosion, with poachers  
also killing most of the large animals. 
Other negative impacts are associated 
with the establishment of mining 
industries such as Kilembe Mines and 
Hima Cement, and the building of 
numerous mini hydropower dams.

Given this situation, a decision was 
made in 1991 to designate the forest 
reserve as a national park, so that its 
flora and fauna could be well protected. 
Management was transferred from 
the Forest Department to Uganda 
National Parks, now UWA, thereby 
upgrading its conservation status to a 
stricter level that regulates any form 
of unsustainable use of resources.

In 1994, in further recognition of its 
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value to the international community, 
the Park was designated a UNESCO 
World Heritage Site and, in 2009, as 
a Ramsar (convention on wetlands 
of international importance) site. 
The Rwenzori Park was inscribed by 
UNESCO as  a natural site – rather than 
as a “mixed site”, which would have 
catered for its cultural values as well. 
According to the UNESCO website, 
it was inscribed because it contains 
“superlative natural phenomena or 
areas of exceptional natural beauty 
and aesthetic importance, and “the 
most important and significant natural 
habitats for in-situ conservation of 
biological diversity, including those 
containing threatened species of 
outstanding universal value from 
the point of view of science or 
conservation”.

Recent management plans, such as 
for the periods 2004-2015 and 2016-
2025, have however   been cognisant of 
the fact that the park has significant 
cultural values that deserve to be 
safeguarded. For instance, the 2016-
2025 management plan lists five 
conservation values for the park, 
which include: a) Rwenzori as a 
habitat for the rare, endangered and 
endemic plant and animal species, 
b) as a water catchment area, c) the 
climate amelioration- carbon sink, 
snow, glaciers, d) recreation, scientific 
research and education, and e) rich 
and diverse cultural values associated 
with the mountain (sacred sites and 
ancient settlements).

Whereas recent plans recognise the 
vital role of the park’s cultural values, 

MELTING SNOW & FLOODING RIVERS
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A view of one of the ridges of the Rwenzori Mountains
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these values are not well documented. 
In the face of climate change, the 
flooding rivers have negatively 
impacted on the heritage valued by 
the park’s surrounding communities 
and which connects them with the 
park.

The Rwenzori mountains indeed 
comprise a wide range of cultural 
heritage sites. They include 
outstanding example of human 
settlement and migrations, sacred 
trees and herbal medicine, shrines 
and ritual sites, burial grounds, etc.

Before the establishment of 
colonial boundaries between the 
Democratic Republic of Congo and 
Uganda in 1910, the local community 
inhabiting the Rwenzori Mountain 

areas comprised three major ethnic 
groups: the Bakonzo and Baamba on 
the Ugandan side, and the Banande 
people in the current eastern D.R. 
Congo (Yeoman, 1992). We now 
have diverse ethnicities, including the 
Basongora and the Babwisi.

The Bakonzo and Bamba have 
a particularly strong cultural/
spiritual attachment to the Park. The 
Bakonzo people say that, since time 
immemorial, they have regarded the 
Rwenzori mountains as a repository 
of many blessings for their socio-
economic well-being. As such, the 
mountains constituted a form of 
reserve even before the colonial 
period (Yeoman et al., 1990). The 
cultural significance of the mountains 
is still today demonstrated by the 
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traditional rituals performed within 
the park, including the construction of 
hunters’ shrines for animal sacrifices, 
ceremonies involving the exorcism of 
evil spirits, and human burials. There 
is a belief that if a person dies in 
the mountains his body is not to be 
brought home but must be buried 
where he died, for the spirits have 
claimed them.

The cosmology of the Bakonzo 
places Nyamuhanga, the creator who 
made the snow (nzururu) at its apex. 
Legend has it that Nzururu is the 
father of the spirits Kithasamba and 
Nyabibuya who are responsible for 
human life, well-being and continuity. 
Kithasamba, who is believed to live 
in the glaciated mountain peaks, is 
a giant force controlling the natural 
environment and the lives of all of 
mountain people. The Bakonzo 
interpret the snow as the frozen 
sperm of Kithasamba, who carries out 
the fertilisation of earth and Bakonzo 
society by the yearly snowmelt, which 
sustains the rivers flowing down the 
mountains.

This explains the Bakonzo’s strong 
attachment to water bodies: 
Kithasamba has several spirits and 
one of them is Ndyoka, the water 
spirit. It is for this reason that river 
confluences and waterfalls are treated 
with reverence as they harbour this 
spirit. Whenever there are calamities 

such as floods, drought or famine, the 
Bakonzo carry out a ritual cleansing of 
the ridges and rivers, usually ending 
at a confluence, where a ritual broom 
is thrown into the water.

With such a strong connection to 
the park, it is imporant to sensitise 
the communities about the need to 
safeguard the world heritage site, 
using conservation-friendly cultural 
beliefs, values and norms.

Some of the sites associated with 
the cultural heritage of the affected 
communities were hard to identify 
during this study because votive huts, 
sacred trees, and other markers have 
been washed away. Some sites have 
thus become empty spaces, with trees 
having no opportunity to grow back 
as their spaces have been taken up by 
invasive shrubs. Some sites located by 
the riversides have been completely 
swept away by huge boulders carried 
down by the rivers. This means a lost 
heritage to the local communities.

The community recommends that 
there is need to erect sign posts 
and information boards, not only to 
provide information to Park visitors, 
but also to serve as a landmark for 
easy identification. The community 
also proposes that government 
grants them periodic access to 
the Park to perform the necessary 
rituals to protect their sites and curb 
catastrophes that result from their 
abuse by visitors.
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KAMBASA CHIEFDOM

freedom fighter and heroic leader of 
the Rwenzururu liberation struggle, 
from 1962 to 1966 which led to the 
independence of the Kingdom of 
Rwenzururu from the Tooro Kingdom; 
and as an educator and chairperson 
of the Bakonzo Life History Research, 
from 1954 to 1961.

The king died during the freedom 
struggle and was laid to rest at the 
Bulemba royal hill in 1966. The first 
palace of the Rwenzururu Kingdom 
was also built on the hill. It also served 
as the headquarters for the Bakonzo 
freedom struggle and comprised 
of the King’s residence, offices, the 
Buhikira Royal primary school where 
the Prince Mumbere Charles and 
other Bakonzo had their primary 
education, the royal crop and animal 
farm, and a prison.

The Bulemba Royal hill is believed to 
be a physical and spiritual healing 
site. To date, ridge leaders visit the 
hill for spiritual consultations with 
the late King Isaya, especially in 
times of catastrophe, including civil 
strife and natural calamities such as 
earthquakes, landslides and floods.

The Bakonzo go on an annual 
pilgrimage to the royal hill and tomb, 
to remember and celebrate the life 
of their heroic king and to pray for 
blessings in all their endeavors. During 
this pilgrimage, a ritual is performed 

This Kambasa Chiefdom stretches 
from the border of the Democratic 
Republic of Congo (DRC) from 
River Lhubiriha to River Kanyambara 
in Kasese district. The chiefdom 
is especially significant within the 
kingdom because it was a central 
point where Isemusinga Isaya 
Mukirane Musabuli Kibanzanga, the 
first king, was based to govern his 
kingdom. It is in Kambasa that the 
revolution to seek independence 
from the Tooro kingdom started 
in 1954. The king chose Kambasa 
because it was strategic in terms of 
security, as he could easily get refuge 
in the neighbouring DRC whenever 
needed. Most of the cultural sites 
in this chiefdom are therefore of 
historical significance.

Combating calamities, the Bulemba 
royal palace and tomb

In Bubothyo village, Ihandiro sub 
county, Kambasa Chiefdom, lies the 
final resting place of Isemusinga Isaya 
Mukirane Musabuli Kibanzanga, the 
first King of the Rwenzururu Kingdom, 
who ruled from 1962 to 1966. Isaya is 
the father of Charles Wesley Mumbere 
Irema-Ngoma, the reigning King.

Isemusinga Isaya, is remembered 
as the president of the Rwenzururu 
Movement from 1961 to 1963; as a 
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to request permission from the spirits 
for the community to clean the site.

Due to climate change, the King’s 
grave is under threat from a possible 
landslide that could sweep it. Votive 
huts and the museum at the site were 
destroyed. A monument was erected 
at the site with a description of the 
King’s biography. This is however 

fading and has become hardly legible.

Apart from the protection given to the 
site by the strict laws of access and use 
of the national park, there are taboos 
in place to protect it. For example, 
only ridge leaders have access and 
the rest of the community can only 
enter at times of pilgrimage.

MELTING SNOW & FLOODING RIVERS
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A monument at Bulemba in memory of Isemusinga, Isaya Mukirane Kibazanga
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of the Rwenzururu Kingdom, near the 
river Lhubiriha.

The local ridge leader and the 
chieftain use the site to prepare 
rituals, to hold cultural meetings and 
to keep the musical instruments for 
circumcision known as ‘omukumu’ 
after the circumcision ritual for blessing 
and to retain the power of the ritual 
instruments.

The site also hosts a ritual hut for 
Kayimbi, with many cultural items 
used during rituals, in the form of 
a museum, known as ekyaghanda 
eky’ebitswero in Lhukonzo.

At times of hunger, bad weather, 
civil strife, poor harvest, pandemics 
and natural calamities such as 
floods, landslides and earthquakes, 
the community led by the spiritual 
leader pray at the cave. Farmers 
bring samples of assorted grains and 
animals to bless a good harvest and 
for livestock keeping.

A sacred rock, Kayimbi, believed to 
be spiritually interconnected with the 
cave, is situated nearby. It is said that 
the rock splits at every appearance of 
the new moon. Every clan is teamed up 
with another clan known as ekyabise, 
with whom they make jokes or play 
games. The ekyabise is compelled 
to announce the appearance of the 
moon so that other clan members 
are alerted to go and collect grinding 
stones, pangas, knives, and spear 
sharpening stones from the Kayimbi 
rock. The stones are believed to 
possess special powers and are used 
by herbalists to grind herbal medicine 
for healing. After a short while, the 
sacred rock is believed to regain its 
original shape.

All forms of immorality are prohibited 
at the site and transgressors die as 
the rock regains its original shape.

MELTING SNOW & FLOODING RIVERS
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Dispensation of blessings, Obwingira 
bwa Kayimbi site

Believed to possess natural protection 
powers against malediction from evil 
spirits, healing powers, providing 
comfort from stress and shielding 
people from enemies, Obwingira 
bwa Kayimbi (which refers to Kayimbi’s 
cave) is a heritage site in Ngwekwe 
village, Kithobira Parish, Kitholhu 
subcounty, in the Kambasa chiefdom 
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MUYINA CHIEFDOM

In the Lukhonzo language, 
esyondekere means votive huts. 
Esyondekere sya Kalyabolho refers 
to votive huts for Kalyabolho, who 
was the leader of Kasebere ridge. 
A member of the Baswagha clan, 
Kalyabolho is remembered for 
initiating the practice of building 
votive huts for ritual cleansing and as 
a way of appeasing the spirits of the 
land.

This is the place where ridge leaders 
come for spiritual consultation. 
Whenever the community feel the 
need to cleanse the ridge (an exercise 
known as eribirya amalhambu) for 
blessings, to bring forth a good harvest, 
health, fertility in men and women, 
successful hunting expeditions, or 
at times of catastrophes - storms, 
drought, fire, landslides, floods, 
earthquakes and pandemics, the ridge 
leader is asked to construct votive 
huts at Esyondekere sya Kalyabolho.

The huts are used to seek permission 
from the spirits to allow the ridge 
cleansing exercise to start. The number 
of huts corresponds to the number 
of spirits to be consulted. These 
may include: Kalisya (responsible for 
animals), Mukene (responsible for 
good harvest), Mulemberi (responsible 
for children), Musabuli (the spirit 
that saves), Muthwangwangwa (the 

The Muyina chiefdom is situated 
between Rivers Kanyambara and 
Nyamughasana in Kasese district. 
It has signs of early settlements. For 
instance, there are several barkcloth 
trees (Ficus natalensis), an indication 
of early human settlement as Bakonzo 
are known to plant barkcloth trees 
to mark graves of important people. 
There is also a path that used to 
be active with travelers moving 
between the DRC and Uganda which 
were borderless (before 1910). This 
means that this was a vibrant part of 
the region, that had settlers. During 
the documentation exercise, our 
researchers came across artefacts 
such as grinding stones, pots, etc that 
are believed to have been used by 
early settlers.
With the creation of the kingdom, 
Muyina is where most administrative 
work is done, for example, training 
of royal guards, and kingdom 
ceremonies held at Kalingwe and 
Kahindangoma.

Ritual cleansing, Esyondekere sya 
Kalyabolho

The site is situated 2363 meters above 
sea level in Buyagha village, Kanyatsi 
parish, Kyondo sub- county, Kasese 
district. This is on Kasebere ridge in 
Muyina chiefdom in the Obusinga 
Bwa Rwenzururu kingdom.

MELTING SNOW & FLOODING RIVERS
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spirit responsible for landslides), 
Ndyoka (the spirit for water bodies), 
Kalhamatha (the spirit responsible for 
fire) and Musikyi (the spirit responsible 
for earthquakes).

The votive huts are constructed along 
the Musingiri River, adjacent to its 
source. The Bakonzo believe that their 
spirits, especially those responsible 
for blessings and catastrophes, dwell 
near river sources. Medicinal plants 
such as enzumbu found in the locality 
are placed in the huts. The ritual then 

starts at Kisangani hill (named after the 
ridge’s spiritual leader - Kisangani), 
where a broom for ridge cleansing is 
used, moving downstream. The broom 
is finally placed at the confluence of 
rivers Nyamughasana and Kabiri.

It is a taboo for menstruating women 
to visit the site, and any immoral 
practice near the site is also prohibited. 
Any such act, it is believed, would 
desecrate the site and wrongdoers 
can be punished with infertility or 
death by the spirits.

MELTING SNOW & FLOODING RIVERS
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A mukonzo man demonstrates the art of making notive huts
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continues downwards and thereafter 
the ritual broom is placed at the 
confluence of River Nyamughasana 
and River Kabiri.

Kisangani’s ritual place is believed to 
have strong spirit-appeasing powers, 
and to be effective for combating 
various natural calamities and to bring 
blessings to the community.

The taboos that apply at this site are 
the same as those of Esyondekere 
sya Kalyabolho. Menstruating women 
are not accepted at the site, and 
any immoral practice near the site is 
prohibited. These acts are believed 
to desecrate the site and victims can 
be punished with infertility or death by 
the spirits.

Both Erihongero rya Kisangani and 
Esyondekere sya Kalyabolho have 
been affected by the effects of climate 
change. Apart from floods in the 

Ritual cleansing, Erihongero rya 
Kisangani

Situated 2413 meters above sea 
level, Erihongero rya Kisangani is 
about one kilometer below
Esyondekere sya Kalyabolho, with 
which the site is physically and 
spiritually connected.

The site is situated near the Kabiri river 
in Buthisyano village, Kanyatsi parish, 
Kyondo sub- county, on the Kasebere 
ridge within Muyina chiefdom in 
Obusinga Bwa Rwenzururu kingdom.

The site is named after Kisangani as 
“Akathwa ka Kisangani” (Kisangani’s 
hill). Kisangani was the spiritual leader 
of the Kasebere ridge. Kisangani’s 
ritual place is where the ritual broom 
known as omuhambu is ‘tied’ and 
where the general cleansing of ridges 
starts. The sweeping of the ridge 

A community member smokes as part of the process of building a votive hut
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lower part of the River Kabiri, the sites 
face the threat of increased landslides. 
Part of the surrounding hills have been 
laid bare of trees as landslides open up 
more land especially when the snows 
melt. This has destroyed the votive 
huts.

Because the sites are located 
in the National Park, access for 
the community is a challenge as 
permission needs to be granted by 
the Uganda Wildlife Authority (UWA). 
This has affected their ritual activities. 
The community then attributes the 
problems such as floods, drought, 
poor harvests, infertility in men and 
women, and pandemics to the lack of 
cleansing of the ridges and appeasing 
the spirits, and to the defilement of 
sites by visitors who do not adhere to 
the taboos associated with them.

Knowledge of nature, Engoma ya 
Muhale

One and half kilometers away from 
Erihongero rya Kisangani is the 
Engoma ya Muhale cultural heritage 
site situated 2476 meters above sea 
level and just below Kathwa Kali 
another significant cultural site in the 
park.

The site gets its name from a natural 
tree known as omukuka (faurea 
saligna), which sounds like a drum 
when beaten. The drum tree was 
discovered by Muhale, a businessman 
who used to travel around the region. 
At the time of documenting this site, 
the magical tree was dry, on the verge 
of falling, though nearby two other 
trees of the same species were taking 

up its space. The site also hosts a tree 
known as omusone, used for making 
drums and troughs such as emihe 
used for making juice. People used to 
collect logs from such trees to make 
drums, xylophones and other home 
implements.

It is reported that Engoma ya Muhale 
was located on a busy route used by 
travelers, transporting fish, salt and 
food from Tooro. Before the area 
was gazetted into a forest reserve in 
1941 and later a National Park, there 
was a path connecting Uganda to the 
Congo. When Muhale and his men 
arrived at this spot, they would rest 
under the large tree. After their long 
trek, they would strike the tree with 
sticks to produce a beautiful sound 
to which they sang: “Thwaya Tooro 
thwayasakyabyo” (When we reach 
Tooro, we eat, with more than enough 
to finish). Such singing was also meant 
to thank the spirits for a successful 
journey. With time, a belief emerged 
that Engoma ya Muhale was a place to 
elicit blessings. Thus, hunters would 
never go on their expeditions without 
passing by Engoma ya Muhale. Today, 
the site is believed to be a spirit-made 

A young man enjoys playing Muhali’s drum
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rivers”) in Muyina Chiefdom, Kyondo 
sub county, Kasese district, this site 
comprises of six stone caves believed 
to have been the homes of some 
Bakonzo families in the past. The caves 
were discovered during civil strife in 
the lowlands before the area was 
gazetted as a National Park. These 
stone caves include Kisukyi, Mughabi, 
Muhyana, Mbindule, Syabwaramuli 
and Kyamirima.

The site was used as a hideout and 
lodging place for hunters and people 
who came from Congo for fishing, salt 
mining at Lake Katwe and food stuffs 
for eating. It hosts various medicinal 
trees and plants and is therefore 
believed to offer natural protection 
powers against malediction from ill 
spirits, human enemies, and to offer 
comfort and healing to the human 
soul and body. The caves are currently 
used by the community, especially the 
descendants of those who discovered 
them, hunters and cultural leaders as 

drum that offers blessings effective 
for comforting tired visitors hiking the 
mountains. This is where visitors first 
rest as they prepare to begin climbing 
the sacred Kathwe Kali.

It is a prohibited to mention the 
names of the spirits or that of the 
jackal (eboha) while in the Rwenzori 
mountains or forests, although it is 
reported that while at Engoma ya 
Muhale, some people would get 
excited and utter the names. The 
spirits would then make them sick, 
and some would disappear in the 
mountain or even die. Whenever this 
happened, the victims would seek the 
intervention of the spiritual leader 
who would take them to the top of 
Kathwe Kali for cleansing.

Protection from malediction, the 
Thusi Thubiri caves

Located along the banks of the River 
Thusi Thubiri (meaning “two small 

Wearing special herbs is one way of concecrating yourself to the spirits
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Sine rock is surrounded by six stone 
caves that are known to have been 
residences of many Bakonzo.

The rock possesses healing powers, 
aided by the hyrax. Hunters would 
cure ailments and incubate pre-mature 
babies using the skin of the animal. 
The heat generated from the fur is 
believed to have had strong healing 
powers for the sick. It was believed 
that whoever reached the rock and 
prayed for good health recovered and 
those who ate the meat of the kiyama 
lived a long life. Sick people who 
failed to hike to the rock hunted the 
rock hyrax (ebiyama) for healing meat.

The Bakonzo also used the skin of 
the hyrax as blankets during the cold 
seasons, especially for those who 
interacted with snow in the mountain. 
It is also believed that the hyrax meat 
gives men strength in love making 
known as amani ow’ekyilhume, and 
gives couples the ability to produce 
both male and female children. The 
ebiyama helped the community to tell 
the seasons (rain – crop growing and 
drought – land ploughing seasons) 
and taught people to store food stuffs 
for bad seasons. Ebiyama only come 
out of their hideouts during drought 
to collect and store food. During 
the rainy seasons, they stay in-doors 
reproducing and eating the food they 
collected during drought until the end 
of the rainy season. The rock hyraxes 
are believed to have taught people in 
Rwenzori how-to live-in stone caves.

Prohibitions are in place to conserve 
and preserve the hyraxes: it is a 
taboo to kill a mother rock hyrax 
with its young ones. It is a bad omen 
for hunting expeditions. Wives of 

a site for rituals and for appeasing the 
gods.

The caves are spiritually 
interconnected with the Thusi Thubiri 
rivers, which are believed to possess 
strong spirit appeasing and human 
healing powers. Along the rivers are 
special medicinal trees, locally known 
as obwipe, used to banish bad spirits, 
provide protection against enemies, 
and cleansing from bad omens. 
Victims are cleansed in the rivers by 
the Bakonzo spiritual leaders.

To maintain the site as a sacred place, 
there are taboos such as no access 
granted to menstruating women and 
culturally amoral acts. Those who 
break the norms protecting the site 
are punished with infertility or death.

Climate change has posed a great risk 
to the site, as landslides have washed 
off the trees and votive huts that were 
used for rituals. Because of limited 
access by the community to the site, 
the area has been covered by bush 
shrubs, making it hard to identify. The 
community attributes these trends to 
their inability to perform cleansing 
rituals for the ridges, appeasing 
mountain gods and defiance of norms 
by those who visit the site.

Healing powers, Eribwe rya Sine

Situated on Kambathule ridge on 
the slopes of Rwenzori Mountain, in 
Kibathe village, Kyondo Sub-County, 
Eribwe rya Sine (“Sine’s rock”) was 
discovered by a re-known Mukonzo 
hunter, Sine.

The rock forms a hill, with pot holes 
where rock hyrax (ebiyama) live. The 
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the wrong-doers are punished with 
bareness and their children cry, 
sounding like wild animals. It is also 
believed that those who kill them 
are taken away by Kalisya, the god 
responsible for animals and would 
disappear in the mountain, never to 
be seen again. A cleansing ritual had 
to be performed to save the victims. 
Menstruating women are not allowed 
to access the site.

The site is currently threatened by 
landslides on the ridge, making it 
difficult for the hyraxes to live there. 
All the votive huts that were used to 
perform rituals were also destroyed 
and only their remains are now visible.

The community is trying to establish 
a cultural tourism trail that will link the 
site to others and will enable access 
for rehabilitation and care.
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Combating calamities, Kathwa Kali

At Kathwa Kali (which literally means 
a very high hill/mountain) in Busyano 
village Kanyatsi Parish, Kyondo sub 
county, rituals are performed to 
combat natural calamities and war. 
Spirits are consulted to understand 
the strength of the enemy, the 
direction of their coming and to 
inform the fighting strategies of the 
Bakonzo warriors. It is believed that 
the community would be informed 
about an emerging war when they 
heard voices of invisible humans. 
Spiritual leaders were alerted by the 
gods through dreams or visions.

Hunters also sought blessings by 
performing rituals to Kalisya, the 
god responsible for animals, for a 
successful hunting expedition and for 
protection. The hill was also used by 
hunters as a spotting point for animals. 
Successful hunting expeditions were 
celebrated at Muhale’s Drum cultural 
site, where hunters would drum, sing 
and dance.

The hill is also endowed with medicinal 
plants and trees that the Bakonzo still 
use to cure different diseases.

Although the site is spiritually 
interconnected with Mahale’s Drum, 
it was prohibited to sound the 
drum before a hunting expedition. 
Whenever this was not respected, the 
hunting expedition was unsuccessful 
until an appeasing ritual was 
performed at Kalisya. This required 
the hunters’ leader to seek forgiveness 
and permission at Kathwa Kali before 
embarking on the next expedition.
There were other taboos, such as: 

women who were menstruating were 
not allowed to access the site; and 
men were not allowed to have sexual 
intercourse with their partners a day 
before visiting the hill. Those who 
transgressed were punished with 
infertility and other misfortunes.

Protection, The Obwipe 
bw’Isekakule site

In Kabiri, Busyano village, Kanyatsi 
parish, Kyondo sub county, the 
Obwipe Bw’Isekakule site consists of 
a tree cave that is believed to have 
protection powers against evil spirits, 
bad omens and enemies. It is for this 
purpose that its discoverer, Mumbere, 
popularly known as Isekakule 
(Kakule’s father) used it as a residence, 
especially during hunting expeditions 
and at times of civil strife in the low 
lands.

Obwipe is a Lhukonzo word for  the 
podocarpus milanjianus tree. The 
tree has medicinal properties and 
it is surrounded by others used by 
the community for various ailments, 
especially those of a spiritual nature.

It is said that the tree cave 
accommodated up to 3 people at a 
time. Visitors of the National Park 
currently use it as a resting point.

Ritual cleansing, the Kighuthu 
Historical Royal Palace

The Kighuthu Historical Royal Palace 
Cultural Heritage site is found in 
Kighuthu village, Nsenyi Parish, 
Kisinga sub county.

The Palace is mainly known as the 
place where the reigning King Charles 
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Wesley Mumbere Iremangoma 
resided, before the place was 
gazetted as part of the national park. 
It is at this palace that negotiations 
by government began for the king to 
descend the mountain and collaborate 
with the government. This culminated 
in the Bakonzo and Bamba finally 
having their own districts (Rwenzori 
and Semliki), curved out of Tooro 
district.

The site comprised of the King’s 
residence; a stone cave popularly 
known as Akabwe ka Nzambya, which 
acted as the kingdom’s royal offices; 
a school for the Royal family (which 
provided a tailoring centre for the 
Kingdom); a cave popularly known 
as Akabwe ka Munduki that served 
to store kingdom documents; a cave 
known as Eribwe or Oburubu bwa 
Kibikwmu that was the secret cave for 
King Charles; a crop and animal farm 
for the royal family and caretakers; and 
three other caves known as Busaghiro, 
where the community hid in times of 
civil strife. At the confluence of rivers 
Rwamasunga and Rwembya were 
another two small caves known as 
Bulhamiro, used as a clinic.

Kighuthu where the site is found, was 
discovered and used by Nzambya, a 
spiritual leader and rainmaker, who 
used the caves as his homestead. 
The small caves at the confluence 
of river Rwembya and Rwamasunga 
were used by him to perform rituals, 
cleansing, treat the sick and to consult 
the gods.

The site is now used to appease 
spirits and to perform rain making and 
cleansing rituals against calamities 
such as drought, landslides, storms, 

flooding and earthquakes. Medicines 
are collected by herbalists from the 
trees around the site.

The votive huts that aided ritual 
performance have been swept away 
by the flooding River Kabiri.

Ritual cleansing, the Kalhonge 
cultural heritage site

Located in Kalhonge village, Kalonge 
parish, Kyarumba sub-county, 
this is another sacred hill that is 
interconnected with four other sites, 
all significant for ritual cleansing.

The first point is Kalhonge hill, where 
the ridge cleansing ritual starts by first 
getting permission from the spirits. It 
is also where the ritual broom is tied 
by the Baswagha of the Butini family 
and authorised by Kyighuliro before 
the cleansing exercise begins. This 
ritual is also performed when the 
community is faced with calamities 
such as hunger, disease, infertility, 
death of livestock, and floods, among 
others. Sacrifices in the form of a 
white chicken and goat, local beer 
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and a wild sugarcane known as egoha 
are made. Musical instruments – the 
xylophones and drums – are used 
to communicate and votive huts are 
built for the spirits, using reeds.

At this point, samples of plants and 
animals are presented to the spirits 
during prayers, for blessings before 
the actual planting starts.

From Kalhonge main hill, the ritual 
broom is brought to the Thunasi 
cultural site for more prayers (for 
blessings). This involves sacrificing 
of chicken, roasting of bananas from 
a special banana plant known as 
enzirabahima and the building of 
votive huts for different spirits. The 
ritual broom stays a night at the site. 
There is no singing or drumming 
involved at this point.

After Thunasi, the ritual broom is 
taken to Kahindi to pray for power to 
fulfil all the prayers. The site comprises 
of one giant back tree, locally known 
as omuthoma w’ethabalhu (meaning 
the back tree for the struggle). This is 
where the coffin of King Isaya was kept 
and prayed for before his body was 
placed in it. The same items as those 

used at Thunasi are used here. The 
Kahindi cultural site is near Kyabinone 
and Bunyumba streams.

From Kahindi, the ritual broom is taken 
to Kalhonge minor hill and the ritual 
broom is divided into two: Kyamaliba 
and Muhelo ritual brooms. This site 
comprises of two giant back trees 
representing the two ritual brooms. 
A member of the Musu clan prays for 
the two brooms and they are given to 
two ridge leaders. After prayers, a 
member of the Omuhira clan drums 
to inform a member of mwede’s family 
to blow the flute, which alerts the 
general community of the beginning 
of ridge cleansing.

At the end of ridge cleansing, the first 
ritual broom known as kyamaliba is 
taken to Kyamaliba and placed at the 
confluence of the Dunguluha river and 
the Kakuka stream. The second ritual 
broom is placed at the confluence of 
rivers Muhelo and Dunguluha. After 
the main cleansing exercise, all those 
who were involved in the exercise 
meet at the Bwambale back tree, near 
Karuika’s home to celebrate the end of 
the cleansing.

The ritual brooms are then picked 
by different clans to cleanse their 
ridges and are placed at different 
river confluences at the end of these 
exercises.

As for other sacred places for the 
Bakonzo, taboos related to this site 
include prohibition of immoralities 
and sexual activity for all those 
participating in the ritual performance.

The confluences of the rivers that 
aid ritual cleansing have shifted due 
to floods, and some are inaccessible 
because of the huge boulders 
deposited by the rivers at the site. This 
greatly affects the cleansing activities.

MELTING SNOW & FLOODING RIVERS
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A community member chews at the 
root of the bark tree that is believed to 

be medicinal



22 Cultural heritage sites at risk from climate change in the Rwenzori Mountains National Park

MELTING SNOW & FLOODING RIVERS
2022

MELTING SNOW & FLOODING RIVERS
2022

22 Cultural heritage sites at risk from climate change in the Rwenzori Mountains National Park

MELTING SNOW & FLOODING RIVERS
2022

BUKANGAMA BUTHALE 
CHIEFDOM

The Bukangama Buthale chiefdom 
is situated between Rivers 
Nyamughasana and Nyamwamba, 
two of the most devastating rivers in 
the Rwenzori. The chiefdom currently 
hosts the kingdom palace and offices.

Ritual cleansing, the Buwatha 
Kathwe Kali

Renowned for ridge cleansing, the 
Buwatha Kathwa Kali cultural heritage 
site is interconnected with four sites, 
all found near the river Dunguluha 
and the Kanyamighoroghoro stream 
in Bunyandiko village, Bunyandiko 
parish Kilembe sub-county, 
Bunyandiko ridge in Bukangama 
Buthale chiefdom.

The sites are also significant for 
possessing spirit appeasing powers, 
which are effective for combating 
various natural calamities and 
for dispensing blessings to the 
community.

The first place is the Ibatsiro cultural 
site, at the base of the Kathwa Kali 
sacred hill. Ibatsiro (meaning a place 
for wood carving), is where the first 
crafts learning center was located. At 
this site, Bakonzo learnt how to make 
traditional items such as baskets, 
wood carvings, mortars, stools, hand 
hoes and axes among others that 
were used in the process of ritual 
making. It is where different Bakonzo 
also pick materials for crafts making 
when given access to the park.

After Ibatsiro is Kathwa Kali, the main 
ritual site. This is where the spiritual 
leader seeks permission to perform 
the ridge cleansing ritual. It is believed 
that all spirits responsible for different 
blessings (headed by Kithasamba) 
dwell on top of the Kathwa Kali 
sacred hill. The ridge cleansing ritual 
is performed when the community 
faces calamities such as diseases, 
especially pandemics, sudden river 
flooding, storms, civil strife, drought, 
landslides, earthquakes, infertility 
in men, women and livestock. While 
seeking permission to perform the 
ritual, a sacrifice is made in the form of 
a sheep to appease Kithasamba.

When permission is granted at Kathwa 
Kali, the spiritual leader proceeds to 
the Katsunana cultural site to tie and 
pray for the ritual broom known as 
omuhambo to acquire the powers to 
cleanse the ridges. At Katsunana, votive 
huts known as esyondekere are built 
for different spirits such as Musabuli 
(saviour), Kalisya (responsible for 
animals), Mulemberi (responsible 
for children), Muthwangwangwa 
(responsible for preventing 
landslides), Musikyi (responsible for 
preventing earthquakes, Muthabali 
(responsible for security and wars) 
Ndyoka (responsible for water bodies 
like rivers, lakes, swamps) and many 
other gods. Sacrifices in the form 
of chicken and goats are made and 
pieces of meat known as amatholero 
are placed in the different votive huts 
for the spirits to feed on. Sample seeds 
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from crops are also presented to the 
spirits during the ritual at Katsunana 
for blessings and thereafter taken 
back and mixed with the rest of the 
seeds to be planted.

The ritual broom (omuhambo) is 
then taken to Ngulingo hill where the 
actual ridge cleansing ritual within the 
communities is done by different ridge 
leaders. This ends at river confluences 
where the ritual broom is finally placed 
at the end of the cleansing exercise.

Some points of the site are threatened 
by the flooding river Dunguluha 
and by landslides down the slopes 
of the ridges. Currently, rituals are 
only periodically performed due to 
restrictions associated with access to 
the national park.

The ridge leaders and some community members at Kathwe Kali 

Rainmaking, Ekyisalhalha kya 
Dunguluha

The Ekyisalhalha kya Dunguluha 
cultural heritage site is found between 
Kahenege hill and Olhukuka or 
Eribwe rya Sina. It is at the confluence 
of Rivers Dunguluha and Katsoba in 
Kalonge village.

The site is significant for rainmaking, 
healing and ritual cleansing. It was 
discovered by Baswagha of the family 
of Kisara and it is jointly used by the 
Baswagha and Bathangyi clans.

At times of drought and famine, the 
community, especially the Bathangyi, 
consult the Baswagha of Kisara, the 
rainmaking family. The Bathangyi 
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have to offer a black chicken to the 
Baswagha to request for rain. The 
rainmaking ritual is performed from 
the caves, which serve as a rainmaking 
shrine. The rainmaker uses the stem 
of a tree, locally known as omulonge, 
with the aid from other local herbs, 
which are blown in a whistle form to 
cause the rain.

Whenever the community faces 
calamities such as diseases, especially 
epidemics, storms, river flooding, 
landslides, earthquakes, infertility 
in men and women, and livestock 
deaths and infertility, a cleansing 
ritual for the ridge is requested. After 

it is performed, the ritual broom 
known as omuhambo is placed at the 
confluence of Rivers Dunguluha and 
Katsoba near the caves.

Taboos related to the site include 
ritual performance after a sexual 
activity and access to the site by 
menstruating women, which is 
punished by infertility and death.

With climate change, flooding has 
distorted the confluence of the 
rivers where ritual cleansing is done. 
Herbs that aided the ritual have been 
washed away.
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KATSWABWEMI CHIEFDOM

Mukirania Kibanzanga (first King of the 
Rwenzururu kingdom). It was one of the 
main bases for Kibanzanga’s fighters 
in the revolution for independence 
from the Tooro kingdom that started 
in 1954.

The second site is Ekyithoma kya 
Musoka, a historical and ancestral 
home for the Basu Basyangwa clan 
where votive huts are built and prayers 
conducted to invoke spirits. The third 
site is Enyindo ya Kalisya, a sacred stone 
in the form of a human nose, with two 
nostril-like shapes through which river 
Nyalomba passes forming water falls, 
before flowing into river Kithakena.  
Enyindo ya Kalisya, therefore, refers 
to the ‘nose of Kalisya’. Kalisya is 
the spirit responsible for animals, 
and it is here that is consulted for 
blessings. The fourth site is Eribwe rya 
Kahesi where the spirit responsible 
for blacksmithing (known as Kahesi) 
is consulted. The fifth site is Eribwe 
rya Kambeho Kamukyi, which acts as 
a camping site for those going for 
rituals at Mithi Yighaghire main site. 
At Mithi Yighaghire, the ridge and 
spiritual leaders also seek permission 
from the spirits to cleanse ridges. The 
site is also significant for performing 
rituals in times of crisis, especially 
whenever there is civil strife, hunger, 
sickness and death of people or 
animal.  

This chiefdom lies between Rivers 
Nyamwamba in Kilembe sub-
county and Rwimi at the border of 
Kasese and Bunyangabo districts. 

Enthronement, the Mithi Yighaghire 
caves

Located on River Mithi Yighaghire in 
Kyanika village, Bikone parish, Maliba 
sub-county, the site comprises of 
five spiritually-interconnected. The 
main site is a large sacred stone 
cave that can accommodate over 50 
people. Giant heather trees draped in 
“bearded moss” are abundant. The 
trees are locally known as amahongyi 
(meaning ‘what enthrones’). The moss 
is believed by the Bakonzo people 
to be an old man’s beard. This old 
man is believed to be Kithasamba 
(the spirit that controls the mountain). 
Because of this, the site is significant 
as an enthronement place for spiritual 
leaders. It is here that a ceremony is 
held for a spiritual leader to receive 
their healing powers, and after going 
through the exercise, they are handed 
ritual tools such as traditional stools, 
clay pots, skin bags, backcloth, and 
horns.  

The site is also known as the ‘farthest 
secret cave’ of Isemusinga Isaya 
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The Mithi yighaghire cultural 
heritage site has been affected by 
the excessive water run-off from the 
surrounding hills during rainy seasons 
and the flooding of the river. This has 
destroyed medicinal trees and plants 
around the site, affecting the rituals 
normally performed there. 

Healing powers, the Kebitakuli site

This is located in-between two rivers: 
Rwigho and Kuruhe in Kyibulya 
village, Bughendero parish, Buhuhira 
sub-county. The site comprises of two 
spiritually-interconnected places. The 
first site is a hill known for possessing 
healing powers. With the permission 
and guidance of the spiritual leader, 
medicine men and women collect 
herbal medicine from the bush and 
trees around the site.
 

The second site is a stone cave known 
as Eribwe rya Katanga found near 
Rwigho river.  This is where ridge 
and spiritual leaders first consult 
the mountain spirits before going 
to Kebitakuli to perform a ridge 
cleansing ritual. The site acts as a 
shrine, especially for the spiritual 
leader. 

Ridge and spiritual leaders organise 
rituals at this spot to appease the 
spirits and to cleanse ridges, especially 
in times of natural calamities such 
as drought, landslides, earthquakes, 
storms and sudden river flooding. This 
is where the ritual broom (omuhambo) 
is tied during cleansing. The broom is 
thereafter placed at the confluence of 
rivers Rwimi and river Kuruhe at the 
end of the exercise. Prayers to avoid 
health hazards are also made at this 
site, as it is known for healing various 
spirit-related illnesses.

After a long trek, community members take a rest at the  Kebitakuli site
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Before the area was turned into a 
National Park, the Kebitakuli cultural 
heritage site was a resting place for 
travelers to and from the Rwenzori 
Mountains, including the mountain 
people, visitors and hunters. Tradition 
has it that whoever rested there with 
stress, fatigue and spirit-related 
illnesses got healed after eating the 
food provided at the site. This food 
was mainly sweet potatoes, locally 
known as ebitakuli – hence the name 
Kebitakuli, meaning the place of 
sweet potatoes.  

Traditional craftsmanship, the 
Omundara site

This site is located between River 
Kangangu, Rwimi and Rwapapara 
in Maghasa village, Mbata parish, 
Buyisumbu sub-county (on the 
Kinyamwirima ridge in Katswabwemi 
chiefdom).  It is a hill, around which are 
special trees locally known as ekyungu 
(polysias fulva) and omukoku, used for 
making musical instruments. There 
are also medicinal trees and plants 
with healing and cleansing powers. 
The site is named after xylophones 
locally known as endara, thus, the 
name omundara ( ‘in the xylophone 
area’). With the spiritual leader’s 
permission and guidance, makers 
of xylophones and other wooden 
musical instruments collect wood 
from the trees around the site.
Omundara is treated as a sacred 
place; tradition has it that the sound 
of a xylophone is occasionally heard 
here. It is believed to be played by 
the spirits as an indication of the 
right time for collecting materials for 
making xylophones from the Rwenzori 

Mountains.  
Ridge and spiritual leaders also 
organise rituals at the site, especially 
in times of natural calamities such 
as drought, landslides, earthquakes, 
storms and sudden river flooding. 
It is at Omundara that the ritual 
broom (omuhambo) is tied during 
the cleansing of ridges. The broom 
is later placed at the confluence of 
rivers Rwigho and Rwimi near Mihani 
hill in Kasangali. Rituals for different 
health hazards are also performed at 
this site.  
Taboos protecting the site include 
prohibition from mentioning names 
of the Bakonzo spirits while in the 
mountains by those attending 
the ritual. Sexual activity by men 
participating in the ritual and while 
collecting material for xylophones 
is also prohibited. Victims can be 
punished by death or disappearance 
in the forest. 

Protection and healing, the 
Erihongero rya Kinyamwirima site

In Maghasa village, Mbata 
parish, Buyisumbu sub-county (in 
Kinyamwirima ridge, Katswabwemi 
chiefdom), near rivers Rwimi and 
Rwigho, lies the Erihongera rya 
Kinyamwirima cultural heritage site. 
This is significant to the Bakonzo 
people for possessing protection, 
healing and rainmaking powers. It is 
surrounded by medicinal trees and 
plants with healing powers, such as 
omwindindi, omuhunga and bamboo, 
which is used for making votive huts. 

The Erihongero rya Kinyamwirima 
site comprises of three spiritually-
interconnected spots: the 
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Kinyamwirima ritual site, Embitha 
and Ebiraro. It is a natural landscape 
comprising of stone caves and rivers.  

Embitha, which means “secret”, is 
regarded as a secret palace (ekyikale 
ekyembitha), which was built for 
Omusinga (King) Charles Wesley 
Mumbere Irema-Ngoma at the time of 
civil strife to spiritually and physically 
hide him from enemies. Embitha 
is surrounded with protective and 
dangerous plants locally known as 
ekyatsinge, which burn people and 
animals when touched. 

Around Erihongero rya Kinyamwirima 
are campsites in the form of stone 
caves known as Ebiraro. These include: 
Ekyiraro kya Kananire; Ekyiraro kya 
Rwigho, also known as Eribwe rya 
Kathende found near river Rwigho; 
Ekyiraro kya Rwayi found near river 
Rwayi; Ekyiraro kya Karukungu found 
near river Mulingolingo and a swamp 
known as Ekyamisigho. 

Kinyamwirima (“source of darkness”), 
is a historical and ancestral ritual 
place for the Basu Basyangwa clan. 
It is here that votive huts are built for 
ridge cleansing and spirit appeasing. 
This is also where the mountain spirits 
are consulted for different purposes, 
including protection and healing. 
During civil strife, it was believed that 
once persons hid in this area, enemies 
would not find them, because the 
mountain spirits would blind them 
(hence the name of the site). The 
Ebiraro stone caves also served as 
hiding places at times of civil strife.  

MELTING SNOW & FLOODING RIVERS
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A community member demonstrates how the ritual broom is used while cleansing the ridge
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oko syonzighu. Embitha nï mwanya 
owathimbire kw’ebïthï ebikakakiraya 
kandï ebïkasesa ebïkahülhawamo 
ekyatsïnge, ebïkabebülha abandü 
n’ebïsoro byamathulhwako.

Hakuhi n’Erïhongero rya Kinyamwirima 
halï emyanya y’erïhümülïramo 
eyikolire mw’amïngïra (obwingira) 
omo mabwe eyïkahülhawamo 
Ebïraro. Emyanya eyi mülï: Ekyïraro 
kya Kananire; Ekyïraro kya Rwigho, 
omwanya oyu akathasyahülhawamo 
Eribwe rya Kathende erïrï hakuhi 
n’olhusi Rwigho; Ekyïraro kya Rwayi 
hakuhi n’olhusi Rwayi; Ekyïraro 
kya Karüküngü hakuhi n’olhusi 
Mulingolingo kandï n’ekyïsese 
ekyïkahülhawamo Ekyamïsïgho.

Kinyamwirima (ekyikamanyisaya 
ahakalhwa omwirima), nï mwanya 
wa kera kandï ow’abathathakülhü 
b’ekyïhanda ky’Abasu Basyangwa 
babya bakakoleramo emïkongo 
y’obulimu. Hano hahahimbire 
ehinyumba hy’ebïswa büsana 
n’emïkongo y’eribirya amalhambü 
kandï n’erïhongera emirimu. Kandï 
hano hahakakolekera eriyakania 
n’emirimu büsana n’ebïlhübïrïrwa 
muthina-muthina, omülï erïrïndwa 
n’erilhamya. Omo bïro by’olhühe, 
ikyikalengekanibawa ïndï abandü 
banabya bamabisama omo mwanya 
ono, esyonzighu ïsïsïrïbabana, 
küsangwa emirimu y’ekyïthwa 
iyikalibanaya esyonzighu kw’amesü 
(hano hahalhwire erina ly’omwanya). 
Amïngïra w’omo mabwe awa Ebïraro 
kandï mwakolha ng’obubisamo omo 
bïro by’esyonyühï.

abakendiyathwa emïthï y’erïkolha 
mw’endara sibatholere bakakolha 
emyatsï y’engyïngü. Abangahalya 
bakasüghïrawa erïholha kütse 
ïbabülïrana omo musithu.

Erïrïndwa n’erilhamya, Omwanya 
w’Erïhongero rya Kinyamwirima

Omwanya w’ebyekyïbüthïranwa 
owasikibirwe owa Erïhongero 
rya Kinyamwirima akasangawa 
omo bülhambü bw’eMaghasa, 
omwithwale ly’eMbata, omo 
ghombora y’eBüyïsümbü (omo 
bülhambü bw’eKinyamwirima, omo 
obwisemalhambu bw’eKatswabwemi), 
hakuhi n’esyonyusi Rwimi na Rwigho. 
Omwanya oyu nï w’omübongo 
oko Bakonzo küsangwa alï 
mw’akaghalha k’erïrïnda,  erilhamya  
kandï  n’ak’erïhanga  embulha.  
Athimbire  kw’emïthï  n’ebïthï  
ebïwïthe akaghalha k’erilhamia, 
omülï omwindindi, omühünga 
n’omülhonge, owakakolesibawa 
omwihimba ehinyumba hy’ebïswa.

Okwihongero rya Kinyamwirima külï 
emyanya isathu eyïhambahambene 
kyinyamulimu: Omwanya w’emïkongo 
y’obulimu owa Kinyamwirima, 
Embitha na Ebïraro. Nï mwanya 
owayikwikire ndeke owalï kw’amïngïra 
omo mabwe n’esyonyusi.

Embitha, akathwalhawa ng’omwanya 
w’ekyïkalï ekyiyibisire kütse 
eky’embitha, ekyahimbirawa 
Omüsïnga Charles Wesley 
Mümbere Irema-Ngoma omo 
bïro by’etsughuru eriyamubisa 
kyinyamulimu kandï kyïnyamübïrï 
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Emïsabe eyikakakiraya ebïtsïbü 
ebyangatsandya amaghalha nayo 
yïkakoleka oko mwanya ono, 
küsangwa asibwe ng’omwanya 
owakalhamïra mw’amalhwere 
awakalethawa emirimu.

Ekyïpïndï ekyi kyïthe kyakolhwa 
mwa Paka y’Erihanga, omwanya 
w’ebyekyïbüthïranwa owasikibirwe 
owa Kebitakuli abya mwanya 
ow’abandü babya bakalhühükïramo 
bakaghenda kütse bakalhwa omo 
bïthwa by’eRwenzori, omo bandü aba 
ïmüne esyondulhani sy’oko kyïthwa, 
abagheni n’abahïyï. Bakabugha ambü 
omündü wosi oyowabya akalhühükïra 
omo mwanya oyo ïnïanalhwere 
erïlhühïrïra ly’obwongo, enduhi kütse 
obülhwere obükalethawa n’emirimu 
ïnïakalhama anabya amalya ebyalya 
ebyabya bikahereribwa oko mwanya 
oyo. Buthuku bünene ebyalya ebi 
byabya bitakuli- ekyaleka erina 
Kebitakuli ïryalhükwa, erimanyisya 
omwanya w’ebitakuli.

Erïbatsa, erïlhüka n’erïkolha ebïndü 
ebyakera, Omwanya w’Omündara

Omwanya oyu akasangawa ahakathi-
kathi k’esyonyusi Kangangü, Rwimi 
na Rwapapa omo bülhambü 
bw’eMaghasa, omwithale ly’eMbata, 
omo ghombora y’eBüyïsümbü (oko 
kalhambü k’eKinyamwirima omo 
bwisemalhambu bw’eKatswabwemi). 
Nï kathwa, akathimbire kw’emïthï 
y’omüghaso münene eyïkahülhawamo 
ekyüngü n’omukoku, eyikakolesibawa 
omwïkolha ebïndü by’eryimbisya. 
Kandï oko kathwa ako külï ebïthï 
n’emïthï y’emïbatsï eyïwïthe 
akaghalha k’erilhamya n’erïthïbïtha 
oko mirimu mïbï.

Omwanya oyu alhusaya erina 
lyaghü oko endara, ahalhwa erina 
omündara (“ekyïpïndï ky’endara). 
Abakakolha esyondara n’ebïndï 
bïndü by’eryimbisya ebïkakolhawa 
omo mïthï bakabya babirikiriribwa 
n’omwembembethya omo bukumu, 
bakayathema oko mïthï eyïrï omo 
mwanya oyo.

Omündara akathwalhawa 
ng’omwanya ow’erire owalindirwe 
n’emirimu; bakabugha ambü endara 
yikowibawa ïyïnemüwathwa oko 
kathwa ako. Yikalengekanibawa erïbya 
ïyïkawathawa n’emirimu erikangania 
ïndï omughulhu w’erïyathema emïthï 
y’erïkolha mw’esyondara erilhwa 
omo bïthwa by’eRwenzori amahika.

Bakülhü b’amalhambü n’abakumu 
nabo oko mwanya oyo 
kwabakatheghekera emïkongo 
y’eribirya amalhambo, kwilhabirirya 
omo buthuküu bw’emïhïthü 
ng’ekyanda, esyongwangwa, emisikyi, 
embulha y’ekyïyagha n’esyonyusi 
eryusulha pwa.

Olhubiryo (omühambo) 
olhukakolesibawa oko mükongo 
w’eribirya amalhambo lhükaboherawa 
oko mwanya owa Omündara. 
Olhubiryo neryo lhükayathekawa 
okwisangasanganiro ly’esyonyusi 
Rwigho na Rwimi hakuhi n’akathwa 
Mihani akalï eKasangali. Emïkongo 
y’erikakirya ebiritho bïnene-bïnene 
eby’amaghalha nayo yïkakolerawa 
oko mwanya ono.

Emïtsïrü eyïkalïnda omwanya 
oyu mülï abakakolha emïkongo 
y’obulimu erithendibugha amena 
w’emirimu y’Abakonzo ïbane omo 
bïthwa. Abalhüme abakendïbya 
omo mükongo w’obulimu kütse 
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ly’Eribwe rya Kahesi ahabakasyabanïra 
omulimu oyükathwalha buthunga 
ebyerïhesa (oyükahülhawamo Kahesi). 
Omwanya wakathanü nï Eribwe rya 
Kambeho Kamukyi, owakakolha 
ng’ekyikyo kütse ah’erïlhühükïra 
okw’abo abakayakolha emïkongo 
y’obukumu omo mwanya omünene 
owa Mïthï Yighaghire.

Oko Mïthï Yighaghire, mükülhü 
wa bülhambü n’embandwa 
habakayasaba emirimu eribalighira 
eribirya amalhambü. Omwanya oyu 
kandï nï mükülhü omwïkoleramo 
emïkongo y’obukumu omo buthuku 
bw’ebïtsïbü kwilhabirirya omo 
buthuku bw’akatabangükü, enzalha, 
amalhwere n’abandü kütse ebïsoro 
erïholha.

Omwanya w’ebyekyïbüthïranwa 
owasikibirwe owa Mïthï Yighaghire 
abiritsandibwa amaghetse manene 
awakasenda omo buthuku 
bw’embulha awakalhwa oko hïthwa 
ehihererenie kandï n’eryosulha 
ly’esyonyusi. Ekyi kyabiritsandya 
ebïthï n’emïthï y’emïbatsï ebyabya 
bithimbire oko mwanya oyu. Ebïtsïbü 
ebi byabirisubya enyuma erïkolhwa 
ly’emïkongo y’obukumu eyabya 
yïkakoleka omo mwanya oyo.

Akaghalha k’erilhamya, Omwanya 
wa Kebitakuli

Omwanya oyu akasangawa ahakathi-
kathi k’esyonyusi ibiri: Rwigho na 
Kuruhe omo bülhambü bw’eKyibulya, 
omwithwale ly’eBüghendero, omo 
ghombora y’eBühühïra. Oko mwanya 
oyu külï emyanya ibiri y’emirimu 
eyïhambahambene. Omwanya 
w’erimbere nï kathwa akasibwe 
büsana n’erïbya ïkalï kw’akaghalha 
k’erilhamya. Abasakyï bakasorokaya 
emïbatsï erilhwa oko bïthï n’emïthï 
ebithimbire oko mwanya oyu 
ïbabïrïhamülhwa n’erïsondolhwa 
n’omwembembethya omo bukumu.

Omwanya wakabïrï nï bwïngïra obülï 
omo libwe erïkahülhawamo Eribwe 
rya Katanga hakuhi n’olhusi Rwigho. 
Hano h’abakülhü b’amalhambü 
n’abembembethya omo bukumu 
bakatsuka erikania n’emirimu y’oko 
kyïthwa bathe baghenda eKebitakuli 
bakayakolha omükongo w’eribirya 
amalhambü. Omwanya oyu 
akakolha ng’omwalïrü, kwilhabirirya 
ow’omwembembethya omo bukumu 
kütse embandwa.

Bakülhü b’amalhambü n’abakumu 
bakatheghekera oko mwanya 
ono kw’emïkongo y’erïhongera 
emirimu n’eribirya kütse eryerya 
amalhambü, kwilhabirirya omo 
mïghülhü y’emïhïthü ng’ekyanda, 
esyongwangwa, emisikyi, embulha 
y’ebïyagha n’esyonyusi eryosulhwa 
pwa. Hano hahakaboherawa olhubiryo 
(omühambo) olhukakolesibawa omo 
mükongo w’eribirya amalhambü. Oko 
muhindu w’omükongo, olhubiryo olhu 
lhükayathekawa okwisangasanganiro 
ly’esyonyusi Rwimi na Kuruhe. 

After a long trek, community members 
take a rest at the  Kebitakuli site
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Emïsabe eyikakakiraya ebïtsïbü 
ebyangatsandya amaghalha nayo 
yïkakoleka oko mwanya ono, 
küsangwa asibwe ng’omwanya 
owakalhamïra mw’amalhwere 
awakalethawa emirimu.

Ekyïpïndï ekyi kyïthe kyakolhwa 
mwa Paka y’Erihanga, omwanya 
w’ebyekyïbüthïranwa owasikibirwe 
owa Kebitakuli abya mwanya 
ow’abandü babya bakalhühükïramo 
bakaghenda kütse bakalhwa omo 
bïthwa by’eRwenzori, omo bandü aba 
ïmüne esyondulhani sy’oko kyïthwa, 
abagheni n’abahïyï. Bakabugha ambü 
omündü wosi oyowabya akalhühükïra 
omo mwanya oyo ïnïanalhwere 
erïlhühïrïra ly’obwongo, enduhi kütse 
obülhwere obükalethawa n’emirimu 
ïnïakalhama anabya amalya ebyalya 
ebyabya bikahereribwa oko mwanya 
oyo. Buthuku bünene ebyalya ebi 
byabya bitakuli- ekyaleka erina 
Kebitakuli ïryalhükwa, erimanyisya 
omwanya w’ebitakuli.

Erïbatsa, erïlhüka n’erïkolha ebïndü 
ebyakera, Omwanya w’Omündara

Omwanya oyu akasangawa ahakathi-
kathi k’esyonyusi Kangangü, Rwimi 
na Rwapapa omo bülhambü 
bw’eMaghasa, omwithale ly’eMbata, 
omo ghombora y’eBüyïsümbü (oko 
kalhambü k’eKinyamwirima omo 
bwisemalhambu bw’eKatswabwemi). 
Nï kathwa, akathimbire kw’emïthï 
y’omüghaso münene eyïkahülhawamo 
ekyüngü n’omukoku, eyikakolesibawa 
omwïkolha ebïndü by’eryimbisya. 
Kandï oko kathwa ako külï ebïthï 
n’emïthï y’emïbatsï eyïwïthe 
akaghalha k’erilhamya n’erïthïbïtha 
oko mirimu mïbï.

Omwanya oyu alhusaya erina 
lyaghü oko endara, ahalhwa erina 
omündara (“ekyïpïndï ky’endara). 
Abakakolha esyondara n’ebïndï 
bïndü by’eryimbisya ebïkakolhawa 
omo mïthï bakabya babirikiriribwa 
n’omwembembethya omo bukumu, 
bakayathema oko mïthï eyïrï omo 
mwanya oyo.

Omündara akathwalhawa 
ng’omwanya ow’erire owalindirwe 
n’emirimu; bakabugha ambü endara 
yikowibawa ïyïnemüwathwa oko 
kathwa ako. Yikalengekanibawa erïbya 
ïyïkawathawa n’emirimu erikangania 
ïndï omughulhu w’erïyathema emïthï 
y’erïkolha mw’esyondara erilhwa 
omo bïthwa by’eRwenzori amahika.

Bakülhü b’amalhambü n’abakumu 
nabo oko mwanya oyo 
kwabakatheghekera emïkongo 
y’eribirya amalhambo, kwilhabirirya 
omo buthuküu bw’emïhïthü 
ng’ekyanda, esyongwangwa, emisikyi, 
embulha y’ekyïyagha n’esyonyusi 
eryusulha pwa.

Olhubiryo (omühambo) 
olhukakolesibawa oko mükongo 
w’eribirya amalhambo lhükaboherawa 
oko mwanya owa Omündara. 
Olhubiryo neryo lhükayathekawa 
okwisangasanganiro ly’esyonyusi 
Rwigho na Rwimi hakuhi n’akathwa 
Mihani akalï eKasangali. Emïkongo 
y’erikakirya ebiritho bïnene-bïnene 
eby’amaghalha nayo yïkakolerawa 
oko mwanya ono.

Emïtsïrü eyïkalïnda omwanya 
oyu mülï abakakolha emïkongo 
y’obulimu erithendibugha amena 
w’emirimu y’Abakonzo ïbane omo 
bïthwa. Abalhüme abakendïbya 
omo mükongo w’obulimu kütse 
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OBWISEMALHAMBU 
BW’EKATSWABWEMI

Obwisemalhambu obu bükasangawa 
ahakathi-kathi k’olhusi Nyamwamba 
omo ghombora y’eKïlembe n’olhusi 
Rwimi oko müthanü w’esyodisiturikiti 
eya Kasese na Bünyangabo.

Erïsïnga, Amïngïra wa Mïthï 
Yighaghire

Omwanya oyu akasangawa oko lhusi 
Mïthï Yighaghire omo bülhambü 
bw’eKyanïka, omwithwale ly’eBïkone, 
omo ghombora y’eMaliba. Hano halï 
emyanya ithanu eyïhambahambene 
eyïrï mw’akaghalha k’emirimu. 
Omwanya omünene omo yosi nï 
bwïngïra bw’obulimu obülï omo libwe 
obwangahika mw’abandü 50. Emïthï 
mïnene eyighangire eyirerembire 
kw’emirihi eyïhambahambene 
ng’esyonderu n’ebïndü ebïrï nga 
pampa yïrï omo mwanya ono. Emïthï 
eyi bakahülhayo mwa amahongyï 
(ekyikamanyisaya “eyikasingaya- 
erithekwa kw’obuthokyi). Abakonzo 
bakalengekanaya bathï ebindu 
ebïhambahambene ebilhasire 
oko mïthï eyi ebisosire epamba 
bathï nï syonderu sy’omusyakulhu. 
Omusyakulhu oyu akalengekanibawa 
erïbya ïnï Kïthasamba (omulimu 
awathabere ekyïthwa). Büsana 
n’ekyi, omwanya oyu nï mükülhü 
erïbya ihakakolerawa erisingya 
esyombandwa kütse abakumu. Hano 
hahakakoleka omükongo w’erihererya 
omukumu y’akaghalha k’erilhamya, 

kandï embere w’erïlhaba omo bïndü 
ebïkakoleka bakahererya abakumu 
kutse esyombandwa sy’akaghalha 
erilhwa oko mirimu, abakumu 
bakahereribawa ebyerikolesya 
omwïlhaghülha omülï ebithumbi 
by’endambï, amalegha, esyongünza, 
olhübüghü, n’amahembe.

Omwanya oyu kandï bakahülhagho 
mwa “obwïngïra bw’embitha 
obukaghunzererayo” obwa 
Isemüsïnga Isaya Mukirania 
Kïbanzanga (omükama w’erimbere 
w’obüsïnga bwa Rwenzürürü). 
Omwanya oyu nï müghüma 
oko myanya ey’abathabali ba 
Kïbanzanga babya bakikalhamo omo 
buthuku bw’ethabalhü y’erïsonda 
erïyïthongolha oko bükama bw’eTooro 
eyatsuka 1954.

Omwanya owakabïrï nï Ekyïthoma kya 
Müsoka, obwïkalhü bwa kera kandï 
obwabathathakülhü b’ekyïhanda 
ky’ Abasu Basyangwa ahahimbire 
ehinyumba hy’ebïswa kandï 
ahakakolerawa emïsabe y’erïbïrïkïra 
abalimu. Omwanya wa kasathü nï 
Enyindo ya Kalisya, eribwe ly’emirimu 
erikolire ng’enyindo y’omündü, 
ïrïnawïthe emïsya ibiri eyïrï ng’emïhülï 
omükalhaba olhusi Nyalomba 
olhükakolha ebïsalhalha, lhüthe 
lhwasendera omo lhusi Kïthakena. 
Kalisya w’omulimu owakathwalha  
buthunga  ebïsoro,  kandï  hano  
habakasyakaniraya  n’omulimu  oyu  
bakasaba emiyisa. Omwanya wakanï 
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Emïtsïrü eyihambire oko mwanya oyu 
mülï erïkolha omükongo hanyuma 
w’erïkolha emyatsï y’engyïngü kandï 
n’abakali abalï oko müghesera erihika 
oko mwanya oyu, omündü amakolha 
ebi akasüghïrawa erïbya ngümba 
kütse erïholha.

Büsana n’obuthuku erïbïndüka, 
eryosulha ly’esyonyusi lyabïrïbïndülha 
amasangasanganïro w’esyonyusi 
ahabya hakakolerwa omükongo 
w’eribirya n’eryerya. Ebïthï by’emïbatsï 
ebyabya bikawathikya omo mükongo 
byabïrïsenda.

akakolesibawa n’ebïhanda bïbïrï 
Abaswagha n’Abathangyi.

Omo buthuku bw’ekyanda n’enzalha, 
abandü, kwilhabirirya Abathangyi, 
bakayihanuzaya oko Baswagha ba 
Kïsara, erihika erïkahanga embulha. 
Abathangyi bakahereraya Abaswagha 
b’engoko y’ekyirima bakasaba 
embulha. Omükongo w’erïhanga 
kütse eriwisya embulha akakolhawa 
omo mïngïra, awakakolha ng’emyalïrü 
y’erïhanga embulha. Oyükahanga 
embulha akakolesaya akathï 
akakathemawa erilhwa oko müthï 
owabakahülha mwa omülhonge, 
n’ebïndï bïthï by’emïbatsï 
ebikawathikaya, ebïkabühawa 
ng’efirimbi erËkolha embulha.

Abandü bakabya bakabana ebïtsïbü 
ng’amalhwere awakalhakalire, 
embulha y’erïhünga, esyonyusi 
erïbogha, esyongwangwa, emisikyi, 
abalhüme n’abakali erïthendïbütha 
kandï n’amathüngü erïholha 
kütse erïthendïbütha, omükongo 
w’eribirya n’eryerya obülhambü 
akasabawa. Akabya abïrïkolhwa, 
olhubiryo olhulyakolesibawa 
olhükahülhawamo omühambo 
lhükathekawa okwïsangasanganïro 
ly’esyonyusi Dunguluha na Katsoba 
hakuhi n’obwïngïra.
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ahakathi-kathi k’olhusi Nyamwamba 
omo ghombora y’eKïlembe n’olhusi 
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buthuku bw’ethabalhü y’erïsonda 
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eyatsuka 1954.
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Müsoka, obwïkalhü bwa kera kandï 
obwabathathakülhü b’ekyïhanda 
ky’ Abasu Basyangwa ahahimbire 
ehinyumba hy’ebïswa kandï 
ahakakolerawa emïsabe y’erïbïrïkïra 
abalimu. Omwanya wa kasathü nï 
Enyindo ya Kalisya, eribwe ly’emirimu 
erikolire ng’enyindo y’omündü, 
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The ridge leaders and some community 
members at Kathwe Kali 
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ly’eribirya n’eryerya amalhambü.

Ebïtsweka ebïghüma by’omwanya 
oyu bïrï omo bïtsïbü büsana 
n’eryosulha ly’olhusi Dunguluha 
kandï n’esyongwangwa esikakinzulha 
amandaghalha oko mïghongo kütse 
amalhambü. Munabwire, emïkongo 
yïkakolhawa mïghülhü mïke büsana 
n’erikakirya eryabïrïthekwaho 
okwïngïra omo paka.

Erïhanga embulha, Ekyïsalhalha kya 
Dunguluha

Ekyïsalhalha kya Dunguluha nï mwanya 
owasikibirwe omo byekyïbüthïranwa 
owalï ahakathi- kathi k’akathwa 
Kahenege n’Olhüküka kütse Eribwe 
rya Sïna. Ekyïsalhalha ekyi kyïrï 
okwïsangasanganïro ly’esyonyusi 
Dunguluha na Katsoba omo bülhambü 
bw’eKalonge.

Omwanya oyu nï mükülhü omo 
mwatsï w’erïhanga embulha, 
erilhamya n’emïkongo y’eryerya 
n’erïsangülha ebïtsïbü. Abümbürawa 
n’erihika lya Kïsara abaswagha kandï 

emïkongo akaghenda oko 
mwanya w’ebyekyïbüthïranwa owa 
Katsünana Erïboha n’erïsabïra 
olhubiryo olhukakolesibawa 
olhükahülhawa mo omühamboto 
erilhuhererya obuthokyi bw’eryerya 
amalhambü. Ehinyumba hy’ebïswa 
ehïkahülhawamo esyondekere 
hikahimbawa eKatsünana büsana 
n’emirimu muthina-muthina nga 
Musabuli(owakatsünïra), Kalisya 
(omulimu w’ebïsoro), Musikyi 
(owakakakiraya emisikyi) Muthabali 
(owakawathikaya oko büyïrïnde 
n’esyonyühï), Ndyoka (owakimanira 
esyonyusi, esyongetse n’ebïsese) 
n’esïndï syonyamühanga. Erïhonga 
esyongoko n’esyombene lïkakolhawa 
kandï amaghabü w’esyonyama 
awakahülhawamo amatholero 
akathekawa omo hinyumba hy’ebïswa 
muthina-muthina büsana n’emirimu 
erïryagho. Esyonguma sïke 
erilhwa oko bïrïmwa (ng’ebihimba) 
bakasïrethera emirimu oko mükongo 
owakabya eKatsünana erisihererya 
emiyisa neryo bakasisubayayo 
ibasitswangania omo sïndï syonguma 
esyabakendïhera.

Olhubiryo lhw’omükongo (omühambo) 
lhükathwalhawa oko kathwa ka 
Ngulingo ahakakolekera omükongo 
w’eribirya amalhambü owakakolhawa 
n’abakülhü b’amalhambü kütse 
emïghongo. Omükongo oyu 
akahwera okwïsangasanganïro 
ly’esyonyusi ahakathekawa olhubiryo 
olhulyakolesibawa okwighunzerera 
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OBWISEMALHAMBU 
BW’EBÜKANGAMA-BÜTHALE

Bükasangawa ahakathikathi k’olhusi 
Nyamüghasana n’olhusi Nyamwamba, 
esyongüma oko syonyusi 
esïkatsandaya kütsïbü omo Rwenzori. 
Obwisemalhambu bünü munabwire 
bwabülï mw’ekyïkalï n’ebyaghanda 
by’obüsïnga.

Omükongo w’eryerya erilhusyaho 
ebïtsïbü, Büwatha Kathwa Kalï

Omwanya owasikibirwe omo 
by’ekyïbüthïranwa owa Büwatha 
Kathwa Kalï owasibwe ng’ow’erïkolera 
kw’emïkongo y’eribirya amalhambü 
amathïkene n’emyanya ini, eyosi ïyïne 
hakuhi n’olhusi Dunguluha n’akusi 
akake aka Kanyamïghoroghoro 
omo bülhambü bw’eBunyandiko, 
omwithwale ly’eBunyandiko omo 
ghombora y’eKilembe, omo 
Obwisemalhambu bw’eBüthale.

Emyanya eyi kandï nï y’omübongo 
erïbya ïyïrï mw’obuthokyi 
obukabonderaya emirimu, obuthokyi 
obukawathikaya erirwanisya emïhïthü 
kandï n’erihererya abandü b’emiyisa.

Omwanya w’erimbere 
w’ebyekyïbüthïranwa w’owa 
Ibatsiro, oko segheseghe ya 
kathwa akasikibirwe aka Kathwa 
Kalï. Ibatsiro (ekyikamanyisaya 
omwanya w’erïbatsïramo), hahabya 
hakakolerwa ebïndü by’erïbatsa 
eby’erimbere. Oko mwanya oyu, 

Abakonzo mübïgha ngokübakakolha 
ebïndü by’ekyïbüthïranwa omülï 
ebibu, ebïthïrï, ebïsosano ebibatsire 
omo mïthï, ebingyo, ebithumbi 
by’endambï, emïhïnï y’esisuka 
n’esyombasa n’ebïndï ebyabya 
bikakolesibwa omo mïkongo 
y’erïhonga n’eryerya amalholho. 
Abakonzo bamikiriribwa eryïngïra 
omo paka, omwanya ono 
wabakayalhusayamo ebyerikolesya 
omwïbatsa n’erïlhüka.

Erilhwa Ibatsiro halï Kathwa Kalï, 
omwanya mükülhü w’erïkolera 
mw’emïrwa. Hanü h’embandwa 
mükülhü akasabïra erikiriribwa 
erïkolha omükongo w’eryerya 
obülhambü. Kyikalengekanibawa ïndï 
emirimu yosi eyikahereraya emiyisa 
(eyimanibirwe na Kïthasamba) yikere 
oko müthwe-müthwe wa kathwa 
akasikibirwe aKathwa Kalï. Omükongo 
w’eryerya amalhambü akakolhawa 
abandü bamabana ebïtsïbü bïnene-
bïnene ng’amalhwere awakalhakalire, 
esyonyusi eryosulha pwa, embulha 
y’ebïyagha, olhühe, ekyanda, 
esyongwangwa, emisikyi, olhübüthü 
erïkeha omo balhüme n’abakali 
n’ebïsoro. Hakabya hakasabwa 
erïrïghïrwa erïkolha omükongo, 
hakakolhawa erïhonga omülï embuli 
eritsemesya Kïthasamba.

Erïhamülhwa lïkabya lyabirihereribwa 
oko Kathwa Kalï, oyükembembethaya 

22EMYANYA Y’EBYEKYÏBÜTHÏRANWA EYISIKIBIRWE EYÏRÏ OKO BÜTSÏBÜ OBÜKALETHAWA ERÏBÏNDÜKA LY’OBUTHUKU OMO PAKA Y’OKO KYÏTHWA RWENZORI

ESYONZÜRÜRÜ ESÏKAYEYA N’ESYONYUSI ESIKUSULHA

2022
ESYONZÜRÜRÜ ESÏKAYEYA N’ESYONYUSI ESIKUSULHA

2022

23 EMYANYA Y’EBYEKYÏBÜTHÏRANWA EYISIKIBIRWE EYÏRÏ OKO BÜTSÏBÜ OBÜKALETHAWA ERÏBÏNDÜKA LY’OBUTHUKU OMO PAKA Y’OKO KYÏTHWA RWENZORI

The ridge leaders and some community 
members at Kathwe Kali 

MELTING SNOW & FLOODING RIVERS
2022

ly’eribirya n’eryerya amalhambü.

Ebïtsweka ebïghüma by’omwanya 
oyu bïrï omo bïtsïbü büsana 
n’eryosulha ly’olhusi Dunguluha 
kandï n’esyongwangwa esikakinzulha 
amandaghalha oko mïghongo kütse 
amalhambü. Munabwire, emïkongo 
yïkakolhawa mïghülhü mïke büsana 
n’erikakirya eryabïrïthekwaho 
okwïngïra omo paka.

Erïhanga embulha, Ekyïsalhalha kya 
Dunguluha

Ekyïsalhalha kya Dunguluha nï mwanya 
owasikibirwe omo byekyïbüthïranwa 
owalï ahakathi- kathi k’akathwa 
Kahenege n’Olhüküka kütse Eribwe 
rya Sïna. Ekyïsalhalha ekyi kyïrï 
okwïsangasanganïro ly’esyonyusi 
Dunguluha na Katsoba omo bülhambü 
bw’eKalonge.

Omwanya oyu nï mükülhü omo 
mwatsï w’erïhanga embulha, 
erilhamya n’emïkongo y’eryerya 
n’erïsangülha ebïtsïbü. Abümbürawa 
n’erihika lya Kïsara abaswagha kandï 

emïkongo akaghenda oko 
mwanya w’ebyekyïbüthïranwa owa 
Katsünana Erïboha n’erïsabïra 
olhubiryo olhukakolesibawa 
olhükahülhawa mo omühamboto 
erilhuhererya obuthokyi bw’eryerya 
amalhambü. Ehinyumba hy’ebïswa 
ehïkahülhawamo esyondekere 
hikahimbawa eKatsünana büsana 
n’emirimu muthina-muthina nga 
Musabuli(owakatsünïra), Kalisya 
(omulimu w’ebïsoro), Musikyi 
(owakakakiraya emisikyi) Muthabali 
(owakawathikaya oko büyïrïnde 
n’esyonyühï), Ndyoka (owakimanira 
esyonyusi, esyongetse n’ebïsese) 
n’esïndï syonyamühanga. Erïhonga 
esyongoko n’esyombene lïkakolhawa 
kandï amaghabü w’esyonyama 
awakahülhawamo amatholero 
akathekawa omo hinyumba hy’ebïswa 
muthina-muthina büsana n’emirimu 
erïryagho. Esyonguma sïke 
erilhwa oko bïrïmwa (ng’ebihimba) 
bakasïrethera emirimu oko mükongo 
owakabya eKatsünana erisihererya 
emiyisa neryo bakasisubayayo 
ibasitswangania omo sïndï syonguma 
esyabakendïhera.

Olhubiryo lhw’omükongo (omühambo) 
lhükathwalhawa oko kathwa ka 
Ngulingo ahakakolekera omükongo 
w’eribirya amalhambü owakakolhawa 
n’abakülhü b’amalhambü kütse 
emïghongo. Omükongo oyu 
akahwera okwïsangasanganïro 
ly’esyonyusi ahakathekawa olhubiryo 
olhulyakolesibawa okwighunzerera 
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owa Thunasi erïsyalhüsabïra 
n’erilhuhererya emiyisa. Omu 
mükabya erïhonga engoko, eryokya 
amakamatha awakalhwa oko mboko 
y’embaghane ey’enzïrabahïma kandï 
n’erihimbirira emirimu muthina-
muthina y’ ehinyumba hy’ebïswa. 
Olhubiryo olhukakolesibawa oko 
mükongo lhükabya oko myanya oyu 
omo kyïro ekyikalhaliraya. Sïhalïbya 
eryïmba n’erïwatha esyongoma oko 
ndambi eyi.

Hanyuma wa Thunasi, olhubiryo 
lhw’omükongo lhükathwalïbawa 
eKahindi erïyalhüsabïra nüko 
lhüthünge akaghalha. Oko mwanya 
oyu külï omüthoma müghüma 
owaghangire owabakahülha mwa 
omüthoma w’ethabalhü. Hano 
h’esanduku eyathekathekawa erïtheka 
mw’omübïrï w’omükama Isaya yabya 
yibikire kandï habasabïrayo omübïrï 
wïwe athalyathekwamo. Ebïndü 
bïghümerere ng’ebikakolesibawa 
eThunasi bikakolesibawa na 
hano. Omwanya w’ebyekyïbüthïranwa 
ow’eKahindi alï hakuhi n’ehyusi 
Kyabïnone na Bunyumba.

Erilhwa eKahindi, olhubiryo 
lhw’omükongo w’eribirya amalhambü 
lhükathwalhawa oko kathwa akake 
k’eKalhonge neryo olhubiryo olhu 
lhükaghabawa kabïrï: Olhubiryo lhwa 
Kyamaliba na Mühelo. Oko mwanya 
ono külï emïthoma ibiri eyighangire 
eyikimanira esyombiryo ibiri 
sy’emïkongo. Omündü müghüma 
erilhwa omo kyïhanda ky’abasu 
akasabïra esyombiryo ibiri esyo neryo 
sikahereribawa bakülhü b’amalhambü 
ababïrï. Hanyuma y’emïsabe, omündü 
erilhwa omo kyïhanda ky’abahïra 
akawatha engoma akaminyisya 
omündü w’omwihika lya Mwede 

erïbüha enyabülere, eyikaminyisaya 
abandü omükongo w’eribirya 
obülhambü kw’amatsuka.

Oko muhindu w’eribibrya 
obülhambü, olhubiryo lhw’erimbere 
olhulyakolesibawa olhükahülhawa 
mwa kyamaliba lhükathwalhawa 
eKyamaliba neryo ïlhwathekwa 
omwisangasanganu ly’olhusi 
Dunguluha n’akusi Kaküka. 
Olhubiryo lhwa kabïrï lhükathekawa 
omwisangasanganu ly’olhusi Mühelo 
na Dunguluha. Enyuma w’erighunza 
omükongo omünene w’eribirya, 
abandü abosi abalhwe omo 
mükongo oyo bakasangasangana oko 
müthoma wa Bwambale, hakuhi 
n’eka ya Karuika erïyayïsalhaghanda 
büsana n’erighunza eribirya.

Esyombiryo esiryakolesibawa neryo 
sïkathwalhawa n’ebïhanda muthina-
muthina eriyabirya amalhambü 
wabyo ïsïnemüthekwa oko 
masangasanganïrü w’esyonyusi 
hakabya erighunza eribirya.

Ng’eyïndï myanya y’abakonzo 
eyisikibirwe eyikalengekanibawa 
erïbya iyimanirwe n’emirimu, emïtsïrü 
eyihambire oko mwanya oyu mülï 
erïthendïkolera kügho kw’emyatsï 
iyithisirire n’emyatsï y’engyïngo oko 
bandü abosi abakayïtsüngïra omo 
mïkongo eyïkakolhawa.

Amasangasanganïro w’esyonyusi 
awakawathikaya oko mïkongo 
abirihuma büsana n’eryosulha 
ly’esyonyusi, kandï ahandï 
sihangathasyahikwa büsana n’amabwe 
manene-manene ahw’esyonyusi 
syabïrïründa omo myanya eyo. 
Ekyi kyïkaleka emïkongo y’eribirya 
ïyïthathokekana.
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obwïngïra obwabya bukakumayiribwa 
mwa Akabwe ka Munduki omwabya 
mükabïkwa ebïsakangü by’obükama; 
obwïngïra obwabya bükahülhwamo 
Eribwe kütse Obürübü bwa 
Kïbïkwamü. Obu bwabya bwïngïra 
bw’embitha obw’omüsïnga Charles; 
erïrïma ly’ebyalya n’olhulisiryo 
lhw’ebïsoro by’obükama kandï 
n’ah’abakoli babya bikere; kandï 
n’awandï amïngïra asathu awababya 
bakahülhamo Büsaghïro, omwabya 
mukabisama abandü omo buthuku 
bw’olhühe. Okwisangasanganiro 
ly’olhusi Rwamasünga na Rwembya 
kwabwa awandï mïngïra make-
make abïrï awababya bakahülhamo 
Bülhamïro, awabya akakolesibwa 
ng’erithambiriro.

EKïghüthü eyïrï omwanya oyu, 
yabümbürawa na Nzambya, 
oyowabya mukumu mükülhü kandï ïnï 
muhangyi w’embulha. Iniakakolesaya 
amïngïra ayo ng’omuyi wïwe. 
Amïngïra amakemake awabya 
okwisangasanganiro ly’olhusi 
Rwembya na Rwamasünga abya 
akakolesyagho ng’omwanya 
w’erïkoleramo eby’erïlhaghülha, 
erïhonga, erïthambïra abakoni 
n’erïbandwa.

Omwanya oyu hathya akakolesibawa 
erïhongera kw’emirimu n’erïhanga 
embülha n’erïkolera kw’eyïndï 
mïkongo y’eribonderya n’erïsonda 
eritsemetsya emirimu nüko emïhïthü 
ng’ekyanda, esyongwangwa, 
ebïyagha, erïbogha ly’amaghetse 
n’emisikyi bïthoke erïkeha. Abasakyï 
bakayasondaya obubalya oko mïthï 
eyïrï oko mwanya oyu.

Ehinyumba hy’ebïswa ehyabya 
hïkakolerwamü emïkongo y’obülhaghü 
hyabirisendibwa olhusi Kabiri 
lhukosulha.

Omükongo w’eryerya 
erilhusyaho ebïtsïbü, Omwanya 
w’ebyekyïbüthïranwa owasikibirwe 
owa Kalhonge

Omwanya oyu alï omo bülhambü 
bw’eKalonge, omwithwale ly’eKalonge, 
omo ghombora y’eKyalhumba. Aka nï 
kandï kathwa akabuyirire akahambene 
n’eyïndï myanya ini, eyosi nï mïkülhü 
habwa emïkongo y’eryerya ebihalire 
kütse erilhusyaho ebiritho. Akathwa 
k’eKalhonge hahakatsukirawa, 
ah’omükongo w’eribirya n’eryerya 
amalhambü akatsukira omwitsuka 
erïbana erïhamülhwa erilhwa 
oko mirimu. Kandï ha abaswagha 
b’erihika lya Butini bakabohera 
olhubiryo olhukakolesibawa 
okwibirya amalhambü omükongo 
owakahamülhawa na Kyïghülïro 
athalyatsuka erïkolhwa. Omükongo 
oyu kandï akakolhawa abandü 
bamathünga ebïtsïbü ng’enzalha, 
amalhwere, erïthendïbütha, ebïsoro 
erïyïholera, erïbogha ly’amaghetse, 
n’ebïndï. Ebïhongo omülï engoko 
y’enzerü n’embene, obwabu 
n’ekyïseke ekyïkahülhawa mwa egoha 
bïkathekathekawa. Ebyeryimbisya 
omülï endara n’esyongoma 
bikakolesibawa erithulha omwatsï 
kandï n’emirimu bakahimbirayo 
ehinyumba hy’ebïswa omo siseke.

Oko mwanya ono ebïghüma oko 
bïrïmwa n’ebïsoro bïkathekawa 
embere sy’emirimu oko ndambi 
y’erïsaba, erisondya emiyisa. Ekyi 
kyïkakolhawa erïhera ebyalya lïthe 
lyatsuka.

Erilhwa oko kathwa akanene 
k’eKalhonge, olhubiryo lhw’erikolesya 
oko mükongo lhükalethawa oko 
mwanya w’ebyekyïbüthïranwa 
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owa Thunasi erïsyalhüsabïra 
n’erilhuhererya emiyisa. Omu 
mükabya erïhonga engoko, eryokya 
amakamatha awakalhwa oko mboko 
y’embaghane ey’enzïrabahïma kandï 
n’erihimbirira emirimu muthina-
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mükongo lhükabya oko myanya oyu 
omo kyïro ekyikalhaliraya. Sïhalïbya 
eryïmba n’erïwatha esyongoma oko 
ndambi eyi.

Hanyuma wa Thunasi, olhubiryo 
lhw’omükongo lhükathwalïbawa 
eKahindi erïyalhüsabïra nüko 
lhüthünge akaghalha. Oko mwanya 
oyu külï omüthoma müghüma 
owaghangire owabakahülha mwa 
omüthoma w’ethabalhü. Hano 
h’esanduku eyathekathekawa erïtheka 
mw’omübïrï w’omükama Isaya yabya 
yibikire kandï habasabïrayo omübïrï 
wïwe athalyathekwamo. Ebïndü 
bïghümerere ng’ebikakolesibawa 
eThunasi bikakolesibawa na 
hano. Omwanya w’ebyekyïbüthïranwa 
ow’eKahindi alï hakuhi n’ehyusi 
Kyabïnone na Bunyumba.

Erilhwa eKahindi, olhubiryo 
lhw’omükongo w’eribirya amalhambü 
lhükathwalhawa oko kathwa akake 
k’eKalhonge neryo olhubiryo olhu 
lhükaghabawa kabïrï: Olhubiryo lhwa 
Kyamaliba na Mühelo. Oko mwanya 
ono külï emïthoma ibiri eyighangire 
eyikimanira esyombiryo ibiri 
sy’emïkongo. Omündü müghüma 
erilhwa omo kyïhanda ky’abasu 
akasabïra esyombiryo ibiri esyo neryo 
sikahereribawa bakülhü b’amalhambü 
ababïrï. Hanyuma y’emïsabe, omündü 
erilhwa omo kyïhanda ky’abahïra 
akawatha engoma akaminyisya 
omündü w’omwihika lya Mwede 

erïbüha enyabülere, eyikaminyisaya 
abandü omükongo w’eribirya 
obülhambü kw’amatsuka.

Oko muhindu w’eribibrya 
obülhambü, olhubiryo lhw’erimbere 
olhulyakolesibawa olhükahülhawa 
mwa kyamaliba lhükathwalhawa 
eKyamaliba neryo ïlhwathekwa 
omwisangasanganu ly’olhusi 
Dunguluha n’akusi Kaküka. 
Olhubiryo lhwa kabïrï lhükathekawa 
omwisangasanganu ly’olhusi Mühelo 
na Dunguluha. Enyuma w’erighunza 
omükongo omünene w’eribirya, 
abandü abosi abalhwe omo 
mükongo oyo bakasangasangana oko 
müthoma wa Bwambale, hakuhi 
n’eka ya Karuika erïyayïsalhaghanda 
büsana n’erighunza eribirya.

Esyombiryo esiryakolesibawa neryo 
sïkathwalhawa n’ebïhanda muthina-
muthina eriyabirya amalhambü 
wabyo ïsïnemüthekwa oko 
masangasanganïrü w’esyonyusi 
hakabya erighunza eribirya.

Ng’eyïndï myanya y’abakonzo 
eyisikibirwe eyikalengekanibawa 
erïbya iyimanirwe n’emirimu, emïtsïrü 
eyihambire oko mwanya oyu mülï 
erïthendïkolera kügho kw’emyatsï 
iyithisirire n’emyatsï y’engyïngo oko 
bandü abosi abakayïtsüngïra omo 
mïkongo eyïkakolhawa.

Amasangasanganïro w’esyonyusi 
awakawathikaya oko mïkongo 
abirihuma büsana n’eryosulha 
ly’esyonyusi, kandï ahandï 
sihangathasyahikwa büsana n’amabwe 
manene-manene ahw’esyonyusi 
syabïrïründa omo myanya eyo. 
Ekyi kyïkaleka emïkongo y’eribirya 
ïyïthathokekana.
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muthina- muthina kwilhabirirya 
amalhwere awakalengekanibawa 
erïbya ïnïakalethawa n’emirimu.

Kyikabughawa ambü obwïngïra 
obülï omo müthï ïbükanakesaya 
mw’abandü abahikire 3 oko müründï 
müghüma. Abaramburi abakaghenda 
omo Paka munabwire bakakolesaya 
omwanya oyu ng’aherïlhühükïra.

Omükongo w’eryerya erïlhüsyaho 
ebïtsïbü, Ekyïkale ky’obükama 
ekyakera eky’eKïghüthü

Omwanya w’ebyekyïbüthïranwa 
owasikibirwe owakahülhawa mwa 
Ekyïkale ky’obükama ekyakera 
eky’eKïghüthü alï omo bülhambü 
bw’eKïghüthü, omwithwale ly’eNsenyi 
omo ghombora y’eKisinga.

Ekyïkale kyasibwe kütsïbü 
ng’omwanya ow’Omüsïnga oyülï oko 
ngoma ïya Charles Wesley Mümbere 
Iremangoma abya ikeremo, ekyïkale 
kyïthe kyakanganibwa ng’omwanya 
owalï omo Paka y’erihanga. Emïlhonde 
eyabya y’embembethibirwe 
n’egavümentï erïsonasona omükama 
eryandaghalha erilhwa omo musithu 
n’erïbya büghüma n’egavümentï 
yakolekera omo kyïkalï ekyi. Omo 
mïlhonde eyi mumwalha abakonzo 
n’abamba okwighunzerera erïthünga 
esyabo disiturikiti (Rwenzori na 
Semliki), esyabya syalhusibirwe oko 
disiturikiti y’eTooro.

Oko mwanya oyu kwabya 
obwikalhu bw’omükama; obwïngïra 
obwabya omo libwe obwabya 
bukakumayiribwa mwa Akabwe ka 
Nzambya omwabya ebyaghanda 
by’obükama; erithendekero 
ly’obükama (okwabya omwanya 
w’obükama ow’erïsoneramo); 

omo bunyamulimu, sïkyabya 
kyikikiriribwa eribuya engoma 
hathe habya erïyahïgha. Ekyi 
kyanabya kyamathendisikibwa, 
erïhïgha ïsïrïrïghenda ndeke 
kuhikya ahabakendïkolera emïrwa 
y’erïhongera Kalisya. Omwimaniri 
w’abahïyï ïnïakasaba ekyïghanyïro 
n’erïsaba erïhamülhwa oko Kathwa 
Kalï bathe basüba omolï bakayahïgha.

Habya ïhane ebïndï bïndü ebyabya 
isibikiriribwe erïkolhwa, nga: abakali 
ababya oko müghesera sïbabya 
bakikiriribwa erihika oko mwanya oyo; 
n’abalhüme sïbabya bakikiriribwa 
erïkolha emyatsï y’engyïngü n’abakali 
babo kyïro kyïghüma embere 
w’erïbya ïbakendïbüngïra akathwa 
ako. Ababya bakahalya ïbakasüyïrawa 
erïbya ngümba kütse omo bïndï 
bïtsïbü ebikalhakalire.

Erïrïndwa, Omwanya w’Obwïpe 
bw’Isekakule

Omo bülhambü bw’eBusyano obülï 
eKabiri, omwithwale ly’eKanyatsï, 
omo ghombora y’eKyondo mülï 
omwanya w’Obwïpe bw’Isekakule 
omülï obwïngïra obülï omo 
müthï obukalengekanibawa erïbya 
ïbüwïthe akaghalha k’erïrïnda 
abandü oko mirimu mïbï, omüthwe 
mübï n’oko syonzighu. Nï büsana 
n’ekyïlhübïrïrwa ekyi ekyaleka 
oyowabümbüra omwanya oyu ïya 
Mümbere, eyababya bakakumayirya 
mw’Isekakule mwathwamü 
eryikalhaho, kwilhabirirya omo 
buthuku bw’erïhïgha n’omo buthuku 
bw’olhühe okwibanda. Obwïpe nï 
müthï w’emïbatsï kandï athimbire 
kw’eyïndï mïthï eyikakolesibawa 
n’abandü erïthambïra amalhwere 
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erïbïka ebyalya by’erisyakolesya omo 
bïrïmo ebïbï. Ebïyama bïkahülhüka 
ahabyikere omo buthuku 
bw’ekyanda (obuthuku bw’omwïsï) 
bikasorokya ebyalya n’erïyabïbïka. 
Omo buthuku bw’embulha, bïkabya 
omo byuna ïbïnemübütha n’erïrya 
ebyalya ebyabyasorokaya omo 
buthuku bw’omwïsï erisyahika 
ah’embulha yïkendïsyakera. 
Ebïyama bikalengekanibawa erïbya 
ïmübyasomesya abandü b’eRwenzori 
ngokubakikalha omo bwïngïra obülï 
omo mabwe.

Hane emïbere eyabïrïthekebwaho 
büsana n’erïrïnda ebïyama 
erïthendïtsweka: n’ilholho eryitha 
ekyïyama ekyïrï kw’ebyana n’ebyana 
byakyo. Nï müthwe mübï oko bühïyï. 
Abakali b’abandü abangathwa 
ekyïlhayïro ekyi bakasüyïrawa erïbya 
ngümba kandï n’abana babo erïrïra 
omo mïrenge eyisosire ey’ebïsoro 
by’omoli. Kandï kyikalengekanibawa 
ambü abakabyïtha bakahekawa 
na Kalisya, omulimu w’ebïsoro 
neryo ïbabülïrana omo bïthwa 
erïthendïsyalholhwako. Omükongo 
w’erïsangülha omündü kw’ekyïbï 
ïnïakakolhawa erïtsünïra abangabya 
ïbabïrïkolha erilholho erihambire 
oko bïyama. Abakali abalï oko 
müghesera sibalikiriribawa erihika 
oko mwanya oyo.

Omwanya oyu munabwire alï omo 
bïtsïbü by’esyongwangwa omo 
bülhambü, ekyi kyïkaleka ebïyama 
ïbïthathoka eryikalha mügho. 
Ehinyumba hyosi hy’ebïswa ehyabya 
hikakolesibwa erïkoleramo emïkongo 
hyabïrïthera, ahahyabya hihimbire halï 
ebïndü bïsa ebyahyabya hihimbiremo.

Abandü banemülengesya erihiraho 
enzïra ey’abaramburi bangalhabamo 

eyikendihambania omwanya oyu oko 
yïndï myanya kandï n’erithokesya erïbya 
ihanganahikwa n’erisubasubanibwa 
kandï n’erïrïndwa.

Erirwanisya emïhïthü, Kathwa Kalï

Oko Kathwa Kalï akalï omo 
bülhambü bw’eBusyano, omwithwale 
ly’eKanyatsï, omo ghombora 
y’eKyondo, emïkongo yïkakolhawa 
erirwanisya emïhïthü n’olhühe. 
Emirimu yikahikawako erithokesya 
erïmïnya akaghalha k’enzighu, 
ahabakasïra kandï n’erithulhagho 
abathabali b’abakonzo ngabakalhwa 
bathï. Kyikalengekanibawa ïndï 
abandü ïbakamïnyerera olhühe 
külhükendïbya erïlhaba omwowa 
emïrenge y’abandü ababya 
ïsïbangalhangïrwa. Esyombandwa 
ïsïkabwïrawa n’emirimu erïlhaba omo 
bïlhotho n’esyonzoli.

Abahïyï nabo ïbawïthe emïkongo 
eyababya bakakolha bakasondya 
emiyisa y’erïbathokesya erïhïgha 
ndeke n’erïrïndwa ndeke erilhwa 
okü Kalisya, omulimu oyükathwalha 
buthunga ebïsoro. Akathwa ako 
kandï kabya kakakolesibwa n’abahïyï 
ng’omwanya owababya bakimanamo 
bakasamalïra ahalï ebïsoro. Abahïyï 
banabya bamitha ndeke kandï 
bakalhwa omo bühïyï büholho 
ïbakayïsalhaghandïra oko mwanya 
w’Engoma ya Mühale. Ïbakawatha, 
eryïmba n’erïhotholha.

Akathwa aka kandï kalï kw’ebïthï 
n’emïthï y’emïbatsï eby’abakonzo 
bakyïnakolesya erïthambïra 
amalhwere muthina-muthina.

Nomo kyïne ïndï omwanya oyu 
anahambene n’Engoma ya Mühale 
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muthina- muthina kwilhabirirya 
amalhwere awakalengekanibawa 
erïbya ïnïakalethawa n’emirimu.
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mw’abandü abahikire 3 oko müründï 
müghüma. Abaramburi abakaghenda 
omo Paka munabwire bakakolesaya 
omwanya oyu ng’aherïlhühükïra.
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ebïtsïbü, Ekyïkale ky’obükama 
ekyakera eky’eKïghüthü

Omwanya w’ebyekyïbüthïranwa 
owasikibirwe owakahülhawa mwa 
Ekyïkale ky’obükama ekyakera 
eky’eKïghüthü alï omo bülhambü 
bw’eKïghüthü, omwithwale ly’eNsenyi 
omo ghombora y’eKisinga.

Ekyïkale kyasibwe kütsïbü 
ng’omwanya ow’Omüsïnga oyülï oko 
ngoma ïya Charles Wesley Mümbere 
Iremangoma abya ikeremo, ekyïkale 
kyïthe kyakanganibwa ng’omwanya 
owalï omo Paka y’erihanga. Emïlhonde 
eyabya y’embembethibirwe 
n’egavümentï erïsonasona omükama 
eryandaghalha erilhwa omo musithu 
n’erïbya büghüma n’egavümentï 
yakolekera omo kyïkalï ekyi. Omo 
mïlhonde eyi mumwalha abakonzo 
n’abamba okwighunzerera erïthünga 
esyabo disiturikiti (Rwenzori na 
Semliki), esyabya syalhusibirwe oko 
disiturikiti y’eTooro.

Oko mwanya oyu kwabya 
obwikalhu bw’omükama; obwïngïra 
obwabya omo libwe obwabya 
bukakumayiribwa mwa Akabwe ka 
Nzambya omwabya ebyaghanda 
by’obükama; erithendekero 
ly’obükama (okwabya omwanya 
w’obükama ow’erïsoneramo); 

omo bunyamulimu, sïkyabya 
kyikikiriribwa eribuya engoma 
hathe habya erïyahïgha. Ekyi 
kyanabya kyamathendisikibwa, 
erïhïgha ïsïrïrïghenda ndeke 
kuhikya ahabakendïkolera emïrwa 
y’erïhongera Kalisya. Omwimaniri 
w’abahïyï ïnïakasaba ekyïghanyïro 
n’erïsaba erïhamülhwa oko Kathwa 
Kalï bathe basüba omolï bakayahïgha.

Habya ïhane ebïndï bïndü ebyabya 
isibikiriribwe erïkolhwa, nga: abakali 
ababya oko müghesera sïbabya 
bakikiriribwa erihika oko mwanya oyo; 
n’abalhüme sïbabya bakikiriribwa 
erïkolha emyatsï y’engyïngü n’abakali 
babo kyïro kyïghüma embere 
w’erïbya ïbakendïbüngïra akathwa 
ako. Ababya bakahalya ïbakasüyïrawa 
erïbya ngümba kütse omo bïndï 
bïtsïbü ebikalhakalire.

Erïrïndwa, Omwanya w’Obwïpe 
bw’Isekakule

Omo bülhambü bw’eBusyano obülï 
eKabiri, omwithwale ly’eKanyatsï, 
omo ghombora y’eKyondo mülï 
omwanya w’Obwïpe bw’Isekakule 
omülï obwïngïra obülï omo 
müthï obukalengekanibawa erïbya 
ïbüwïthe akaghalha k’erïrïnda 
abandü oko mirimu mïbï, omüthwe 
mübï n’oko syonzighu. Nï büsana 
n’ekyïlhübïrïrwa ekyi ekyaleka 
oyowabümbüra omwanya oyu ïya 
Mümbere, eyababya bakakumayirya 
mw’Isekakule mwathwamü 
eryikalhaho, kwilhabirirya omo 
buthuku bw’erïhïgha n’omo buthuku 
bw’olhühe okwibanda. Obwïpe nï 
müthï w’emïbatsï kandï athimbire 
kw’eyïndï mïthï eyikakolesibawa 
n’abandü erïthambïra amalhwere 
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othukalengekanibawa erïbya 
ïthülï mw’akaghalha k’erilhamia 
n’erïghongaghonga emirimu. Oko 
misike y’Othusi külï emïthï y’emïbatsï 
y’embaghane, eyïkahülhawa mwa 
Obwïpe, eyikakolesibawa erïthïbïtha 
oko mirimu mïbï, eriwathikya 
omwïrïnda abandü oko syonzighu, 
n’erïsangülha amalholho. Abalï 
kw’amalholho n’emirimu mïbï 
bakathambïrawa n’abasakyï bakülhü 
b’omo bakonzo omo syonyusi

Erïrïnda omwanya oyu erïbya isyahalire, 
halï emïtsïrü ng’erikakirya abakali 
abalï oko müghesera erihika mügho 
n’eyïndï myatsï eyikaghanibawa omo 
bühangwa bw’abakonzo. Abakathwa 
amathegheko aya bakasüghïrawa 
erïbya ngümba kütse erïholha.

Erïbïndüka ly’obuthuku nï kyïtsïbü 
oko mwanya oyu, küsangwa 
esyongwangwa syabirisendya emïthï 
n’ehinyumba hy’ebïswa ehyabya 
hïkakolerwamo emïrwa. Büsana 
n’abandü erïbya isibangathasyahika 
oko mwanya nga kera, omwanya 
abirikwirira neryo ïkyakalha 
erïthasyamïnyereraghü. Abandü 
bakalengekanaya bathï küsangwa 
emïkongo y’eribirya amalhambü, 
erïhongera emirimu y’oko kyïthwa 
n’abandü abakabüngïra omwanya 
oyu erïbya ïsïbakyïkwama ebïlhayïrü 
ebihambire küghü kyakyamaleka 
ebïtsïbü ebikanganibirwe ahïghülhü 
ïbyaghenda bïkabanïka.

Akaghalha k’erilhamya, Eribwe rya 
Sine

Eribwe eri lïrï oko müghongo wa 
Kambathüle oko mandaghalha 
w’ekyïthwa Rwenzori, omo bülhambü 
bw’eKïbathe, omo ghombora 

y’eKyondo. Eribwe rya Sine 
lyabümbürawa n’omühïyï omükonzo 
nyakabara ïya Sine.

Eribwe eri lïkakolha akathwa, ïrïne 
mw’ebyuna ebyikere mw’ebïyama. 
Eribwe lya Sine lithimbire kw’amïngïra 
mükagha awalï omo mabwe 
awakalengekanibawa erïbya obwabya 
bwikalhü bw’abakonzo banene.

Eribwe eri lïwïthe akaghalha 
k’erilhamia, akandï kaghalha ikakalhwa 
oko bïyama. Abahïyï ïbakathambïra 
amalhwere omo syongobi sy’ebïyama 
kandï ibakasikolesya erïswïka abana 
ababya bakabüthwa endambi 
yabo isiyiriyahika. Ekyihuhania 
ekyikalhwa omo bweya bw’ekyïyama 
kyikalengekanibawa erïbya ïkyïwïthe 
akaghalha kanene akakalhamaya 
abalhwere. Kyikabughawa ambü 
owosi oyowabya akahika okwibwe eri 
kandï akasabïra amaghalha mabüya 
ïnïakalhama kandï n’ababya bakalya 
enyama y’ekyïyama ïbakabyaho 
müghülhü mülï. Abalhwere ababya 
isibangahika okwibwe ïbakahïgha 
ebïyama büsana n’enyama yabyo 
eyabya mw’obubalya.

Abakonzo kandï babya 
bakakolesya olhühü lhw’ekyïyama 
ng’esyobbulangiti sy’erïyïswïka 
omo buthuku bw’embeho 
kwilhabirirya ababya bakahethükïra 
eyïrï esyonzürürü oko kyïthwa. 
Kandï kyikalengekanibawa 
ïndï enyama y’ekyïyama yïkaha 
abalhüme b’akaghalha k’engyïngo 
(amani w’ekyïlhüme) kandï ïyaleka 
abathehenie ïbabütha abana abosi 
b’obülhüme na b’obukali. Ebïyama 
byabya bïkaleka abandü ïbamïnya 
emïbere y’obuthuku (embulha- erïhera 
ebyalya n’ekyanda- erïrïma kütse 
erïkorora) kandï ibikeghesaya abandü 
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Wearing special herbs is one way of 
concecrating yourself to the spirits

erikirirya ïndï Engoma ya Mühale 
abya mwanya owabya mw’erïsaba 
n’erïthüngïra mw’emiyisa. Nokweryo, 
abahïyï ïbakabya bakayahïgha 
ïbakalhaba ahalï Engoma ya 
Mühale. Munabwire, omwanya oyu 
akalengekanibawa erïbya ïnï ngoma 
eyikolirwe emirimu ahakalhwa 
emiyisa eyikasubasubanaya abagheni 
abakalhühïrïra bakahethükïra omo 
bïthwa.    Hano    h’abagheni    bakatsuka    
erïlhühükïra    bakayïthegheka    
erïsamba    akathwa akakahülhawamo 
Kathwa Kalï akakalengekanibawa 
erïbya ikimanibirwe kutse 
erïthabalhwa n’emirimu.

Kyikaghanibabwa eryahülha amena 
w’emirimu kütse erina ly’akasimba 
omündü amabya ïnïane omo 
bïthwa omo misithu y’oko kyïthwa 
Rwenzori, nomo kyikanabughawa 
ambü abandü abandï ïbakabya 
ïbane oko Ngoma ya Mühale, 
ibakanabulikira ibamabiribugha 
amena aya büsana n’ebïtsange 
bïnene. Emirimu ïyïkabalhwalhaya, 
abandï ïbakabülïrana omo bïthwa 
kütse n’erïholha. Ekyi kyanabya 
kyamabya, abalyabugha amena 
ibakawathikibawa n’omuhereri 
oyükahongera emirimu oyowabya 

akabathwalha oko müthwe-
müthwe wa Kathwa kalï büsana 
n’erïyabaghanga kütse erïbalengülïra.

Erïrïndwa oko mirimu mïbï, 
Obwïngïra bwa Othusi thübïrï

Omwanya oyu alï oko misike w’Othusi 
thübïrï omo Obwisemalhambu 
bw’eMüyïna, omo ghombora 
y’eKyondo, omo disiturikiti y’eKasese. 
Oko mwanya ono külï amïngïra 
mükagha awalï omo mabwe 
awakalengekanibawa erïbya ïbwabya 
bwikalhu bw’abaghüma oko 
bakonzo kera. Amïngïra aya atsuka 
erïbanwa omo bïro by’epümbütsü 
eyabanïka okwibanda omwanya 
oyu athalyahïghülhwa erïbya Paka 
y’erihanga. Amïngïra awalï omo 
mabwe mülï Kïsükyï, Mughabi, 
Muhyana, Mbïndüle, Syabwaramülï na 
Kyamirima.

Omwanya oyu abya akakolesibwa 
ng’obubisamo n’aherïghotsera oko 
bahïyï n’abandü ababya bakalhwa 
eKongo bakasyasoha, erïsyathakülha 
omunyu oko ngetse y’eKatwe 
n’erisyasondya ebyalya. Alï mw’emïthï 
n’ebïthï bïnene by’emïbatsï nokweryo 
akalengekanibawa erïbya iniakalhwa 
kw’akaghalha k’erïrïnda abandü 
oko mirimu emïbï, esyonzïghü, 
kandï n’erihererya obüholho oko 
mïthïma y’abandü n’erilhamia 
abandü kyinyamulimu. Amïngïra 
aya munabwire akakolesibawa 
n’abandü, kwilhabirirya abïtsïkülhü 
b’abanadü ababümbüragho, abahïyï 
n’abimaniri omo by’ekyïbüthïranwa, 
erikolesyagho ng’omwanya w’erïkolera 
mw’emïkongo n’erïhongera abalimu.

Amïngïra aya ahambahambene 
lhulimulimu na Othusi thübïrï, 
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othukalengekanibawa erïbya 
ïthülï mw’akaghalha k’erilhamia 
n’erïghongaghonga emirimu. Oko 
misike y’Othusi külï emïthï y’emïbatsï 
y’embaghane, eyïkahülhawa mwa 
Obwïpe, eyikakolesibawa erïthïbïtha 
oko mirimu mïbï, eriwathikya 
omwïrïnda abandü oko syonzighu, 
n’erïsangülha amalholho. Abalï 
kw’amalholho n’emirimu mïbï 
bakathambïrawa n’abasakyï bakülhü 
b’omo bakonzo omo syonyusi

Erïrïnda omwanya oyu erïbya isyahalire, 
halï emïtsïrü ng’erikakirya abakali 
abalï oko müghesera erihika mügho 
n’eyïndï myatsï eyikaghanibawa omo 
bühangwa bw’abakonzo. Abakathwa 
amathegheko aya bakasüghïrawa 
erïbya ngümba kütse erïholha.

Erïbïndüka ly’obuthuku nï kyïtsïbü 
oko mwanya oyu, küsangwa 
esyongwangwa syabirisendya emïthï 
n’ehinyumba hy’ebïswa ehyabya 
hïkakolerwamo emïrwa. Büsana 
n’abandü erïbya isibangathasyahika 
oko mwanya nga kera, omwanya 
abirikwirira neryo ïkyakalha 
erïthasyamïnyereraghü. Abandü 
bakalengekanaya bathï küsangwa 
emïkongo y’eribirya amalhambü, 
erïhongera emirimu y’oko kyïthwa 
n’abandü abakabüngïra omwanya 
oyu erïbya ïsïbakyïkwama ebïlhayïrü 
ebihambire küghü kyakyamaleka 
ebïtsïbü ebikanganibirwe ahïghülhü 
ïbyaghenda bïkabanïka.

Akaghalha k’erilhamya, Eribwe rya 
Sine

Eribwe eri lïrï oko müghongo wa 
Kambathüle oko mandaghalha 
w’ekyïthwa Rwenzori, omo bülhambü 
bw’eKïbathe, omo ghombora 

y’eKyondo. Eribwe rya Sine 
lyabümbürawa n’omühïyï omükonzo 
nyakabara ïya Sine.

Eribwe eri lïkakolha akathwa, ïrïne 
mw’ebyuna ebyikere mw’ebïyama. 
Eribwe lya Sine lithimbire kw’amïngïra 
mükagha awalï omo mabwe 
awakalengekanibawa erïbya obwabya 
bwikalhü bw’abakonzo banene.

Eribwe eri lïwïthe akaghalha 
k’erilhamia, akandï kaghalha ikakalhwa 
oko bïyama. Abahïyï ïbakathambïra 
amalhwere omo syongobi sy’ebïyama 
kandï ibakasikolesya erïswïka abana 
ababya bakabüthwa endambi 
yabo isiyiriyahika. Ekyihuhania 
ekyikalhwa omo bweya bw’ekyïyama 
kyikalengekanibawa erïbya ïkyïwïthe 
akaghalha kanene akakalhamaya 
abalhwere. Kyikabughawa ambü 
owosi oyowabya akahika okwibwe eri 
kandï akasabïra amaghalha mabüya 
ïnïakalhama kandï n’ababya bakalya 
enyama y’ekyïyama ïbakabyaho 
müghülhü mülï. Abalhwere ababya 
isibangahika okwibwe ïbakahïgha 
ebïyama büsana n’enyama yabyo 
eyabya mw’obubalya.

Abakonzo kandï babya 
bakakolesya olhühü lhw’ekyïyama 
ng’esyobbulangiti sy’erïyïswïka 
omo buthuku bw’embeho 
kwilhabirirya ababya bakahethükïra 
eyïrï esyonzürürü oko kyïthwa. 
Kandï kyikalengekanibawa 
ïndï enyama y’ekyïyama yïkaha 
abalhüme b’akaghalha k’engyïngo 
(amani w’ekyïlhüme) kandï ïyaleka 
abathehenie ïbabütha abana abosi 
b’obülhüme na b’obukali. Ebïyama 
byabya bïkaleka abandü ïbamïnya 
emïbere y’obuthuku (embulha- erïhera 
ebyalya n’ekyanda- erïrïma kütse 
erïkorora) kandï ibikeghesaya abandü 
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A young man enjoys playing Muhali’s drum

ekyïkathwalha buthunga esyopaka 
ekya UWA. Ekyi kyabïrïbbanda oko 
mïkongo eyangabere ïyïkakolhawa. 
Neryo abandü bakalengekanaya 
bathï mbwïno ebïtsïbü ng’erïbogha 
ly’amaghetse, ekyanda, ebyalya 
erïthendyera ndeke, abalhüme 
n’abakali erïghümbaha, amalhwere 
erïkanyïrïra ïndï mbwïno nï büsana 
n’erïbya ïsïhakyïkolhawa eribirya 
amalhambü n’erïhongera emirimu, 
kandï n’abagheni erïkolha ibithisirire 
omo myanya eyo küsangwa bakabya 
isibasi emïtsïro n’amalholho 
ebihambire küyo.

Amenge w’obühangwa, Engoma ya 
Mühale

Kilomita ngüma n’embïndï erilhwa 
oko Erihongero rya Kisangani halï 
omwanya owasikibirwe omo myatsï 
y’ebyekyïbüthïranwa owakahülhawa 
mwa Engoma ya Mühale. Omwanya 
oyu alï oko syomita 2476 erilhwa 
ah’engetse enene yïkasübülïra kandï 
ahererenie na Kathwa kalï, naghü 
oghündï mwanya mükülhü omo 
byekyïbüthïranwa omo paka.

Omwanya oyu akalhusaya erina lyagho 
oko müthï w’omüküka owakahumuka 
ng’engoma amawathïbwa. Omüthï 
w’engoma abümbürawa na Mühale, 
oyowabya musuburi oyowabya 
akathimba omo bïpïndï muthina-
muthina. Oko ndambi y’erïsakanga 
omwanya oyu, omüthï owabya 
akayïhïndülha-hïndülha abya 
ïnïabïryüma, iniakyisigha ïnïathera, 
nomo kyïne ïndï hakuhi naghü habya 
ïhane eyïndï mïthï ibiri eyisosireghu 
eyabya ïyïkendïsüba omo mwanya 
waghü. Omo mwanya oyu mülï 
n’oghündï müthï owakahülhawa 
mwa omüsone, owakakolesibawa 

omwïkolha esyongoma n’emïhe 
eyabakakamïra mw’eyisande. 
Abandü babya bakathwalha 
emïghogho y’emïthï eyi bakayakolha 
mw’esyongoma, esyondara n’ebïndï 
bïndü by’erikolesya eka.

Kyikabughawa ambü Engoma ya 
Mühale yabya oko nzïra eyabya 
yikakolesibwa kütsïbü n’abaghendi, 
ababya bakaheka esisu, omunyu 
n’ebyalya erïghenda n’erilhwa eTooro. 
Omwanya oyu athalyakanganibwa 
n’erihirwa kw’emïthanü y’omusithu 
w’egavümentï omo mwaka wa 1941 
kandï bwanyuma erïkolhwa mwa Paka 
y’erihanga, abya mw’akaghendanzïra 
akabya kakahambania eYuganda 
n’eKongo. Ïya Mühale n’abalhüme 
bïwe banabya bamahika omo mwanya 
oyu ïbakalhühükïra ahïsï sy’omüthï 
münene. Omwïlhühüka küsangwa 
enzïra yabya nyïrï, ibakaswirangaya 
omüthï oyo omo hïthï hïke-hïke 
erïwathaghü ng’engoma neryo 
iniakalhwamo omülenge oghuwene 
neryo nabo ïbakïmba bathï: 
“Thwaya eTooro thwayasakyabyo.” 
Eryïmba eri lyabya lïwïthe n’ekyïndï 
kyïlhübïrïrwa ky’erisingya emirimu 
büsana n’erïbasondolha omo nzïra. 
Endambi muyahika mühahülhüka 
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A community member smokes as part of 
the process of building a votive hut

Omükongo w’eribirya kütse eryerya 
amalhambü, Erïhongero rya 
Kisangani

Lïrï esyomita 2413 eyïghülhü oko 
ngetse enene, Erïhongero rya 
Kisangani lïkasangawa kïlomïta 
ngüma ekabünü oko Esyondekere 
sya Kalyabolho. Emyanya ibiri eyi 
yïhambene omo mïkolere yayo 
n’omo bunyamulimu.

Omwanya oyu alï hakuhi n’olhusi 
Kabiri omo bülhambü bwa 
Buthisyano, omwithale ly’eKanyatsï, 
omo ghombora y’eKyondo oko 
müghongo w’eKasebere imwana 
omo obwisemalhambu bw’eMüyïna 
omo büsïnga bwa Rwenzürürü.

Omwanya oyu alhusaya erina 
lyaghü okü Kisangani akalhükwa 
mwa “Akathwa ka Kisangani.” 
Kisangani abya mwimaniri mükülhü 
omo myatsï y’obulimu omo 
müghongo w’eKasebere. Omwanya 
owa Kisangani abya akakolera 
mw’emïkongo yïwe, h’olhubiryo 
olhwabya lhükahülhwa mwa 
omühambü lhwabya “lhükaboherwa” 

kandï ihahakatsuka eribirya 
amalhambü. Eribirya obülhambü 
lïkaghenda bwandaghalha neryo 
olhubiryo olhukakolesibawa 
lhükathekawa okwisangasanganiro 
ly’olhusi Nyamüghasana n’olhusi 
Kabiri.

Omwanya w’erïkolera mw’emïrwa 
owa Kisangani akalengekanibawa 
erïbya ïnïawïthe amaka manene 
awakaküra emirimu erïthoka erïkolha 
oko bïtsïbü muthina-muthina 
ng’emïhïthü kandï n’erïretha emiyisa 
oko bandü

Emïtsïrü n’amalholho ebïkahamba 
oko mwanya oyu bisosire ebya 
Esyondekere sya Kalyabolho. 
N’ilholho abakali abalï oko müghesera 
erihika oko mwanya oyo, kandï omwatsï 
wosi owathisirire syalïkolerawa 
hakuhi n’omwanya oyo. Emyatsï 
eyithisirire yïkalengekanïbawa 
erïbya ïyïkahalhaya omwanya neryo 
abalyakolha nabï banganasüghïrwa 
ng’erïbakolhamo ngümba kütse 
emirimu yanganabitha.

Erihongeru rya Kisangani 
n’Esyondekere sya Kalyabolho 
emyanya eyosi ibiri yabïrïbana ebïtsïbü 
büsana n’erïbïndüka ly’obuthuku. 
Eryongera okwïbogha ly’amaghetse 
omo bïtsweka by’ekabünü by’olhusi 
Kabiri, emyanya yisamalirwe ekyïtsïbü 
ky’esyongwangwa. Ebïtsweka 
bïghüma ebithimbire oko hïthwa 
byabirisighalha ïsïkükyïrï mïthï. 
Esyongwangwa sïkasükülïra ekyïndï 
kyïthaka kwilhabirirya omüghülhü 
esyonzürürü sïkayeya. Ekyi 
kyabiritsandya ehinyumba hy’ebïswa.

Küsangwa emyanya eyi yïrï omo 
paka, abandü erihika küyo nï 
kyïtsïbü küsangwa hakayithayisibawa 
eritsuka erïsaba ab’ekyïthongole 
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A young man enjoys playing Muhali’s drum

ekyïkathwalha buthunga esyopaka 
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Mühale
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oko Erihongero rya Kisangani halï 
omwanya owasikibirwe omo myatsï 
y’ebyekyïbüthïranwa owakahülhawa 
mwa Engoma ya Mühale. Omwanya 
oyu alï oko syomita 2476 erilhwa 
ah’engetse enene yïkasübülïra kandï 
ahererenie na Kathwa kalï, naghü 
oghündï mwanya mükülhü omo 
byekyïbüthïranwa omo paka.

Omwanya oyu akalhusaya erina lyagho 
oko müthï w’omüküka owakahumuka 
ng’engoma amawathïbwa. Omüthï 
w’engoma abümbürawa na Mühale, 
oyowabya musuburi oyowabya 
akathimba omo bïpïndï muthina-
muthina. Oko ndambi y’erïsakanga 
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omwïkolha esyongoma n’emïhe 
eyabakakamïra mw’eyisande. 
Abandü babya bakathwalha 
emïghogho y’emïthï eyi bakayakolha 
mw’esyongoma, esyondara n’ebïndï 
bïndü by’erikolesya eka.

Kyikabughawa ambü Engoma ya 
Mühale yabya oko nzïra eyabya 
yikakolesibwa kütsïbü n’abaghendi, 
ababya bakaheka esisu, omunyu 
n’ebyalya erïghenda n’erilhwa eTooro. 
Omwanya oyu athalyakanganibwa 
n’erihirwa kw’emïthanü y’omusithu 
w’egavümentï omo mwaka wa 1941 
kandï bwanyuma erïkolhwa mwa Paka 
y’erihanga, abya mw’akaghendanzïra 
akabya kakahambania eYuganda 
n’eKongo. Ïya Mühale n’abalhüme 
bïwe banabya bamahika omo mwanya 
oyu ïbakalhühükïra ahïsï sy’omüthï 
münene. Omwïlhühüka küsangwa 
enzïra yabya nyïrï, ibakaswirangaya 
omüthï oyo omo hïthï hïke-hïke 
erïwathaghü ng’engoma neryo 
iniakalhwamo omülenge oghuwene 
neryo nabo ïbakïmba bathï: 
“Thwaya eTooro thwayasakyabyo.” 
Eryïmba eri lyabya lïwïthe n’ekyïndï 
kyïlhübïrïrwa ky’erisingya emirimu 
büsana n’erïbasondolha omo nzïra. 
Endambi muyahika mühahülhüka 
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A mukonzo man demonstrates the art of making notive huts

ebyalya), Mulemberi (owakaha 
n’erïhambangana oko bülembere 
bw’abana), Musabuli (omulimu 
owakatsünïra), Muthwangwangwa   
(omulimu   owakaleka   esyongwangwa   
isyathwika),   Ndyoka   (omulimu 
owakimanira esyonyusi n’esyongetse), 
Kalhamatha (omulimu w’omülïrü) 
na Musikyi (omulimu owakaletha 
emisikyi).

Ehinyumba hy’ebïswa hikahimbawa 
oko musike w’olhusi Müsïngïrï hakuhi 
n’ahalhukakununuka. Abakonzo 
bakalengekanaya bathï emirimu 
yabo, kwilhabirirya eyïkaletha 
emiyisa n’emïhïthü, yikere hakuhi 
n’ahakakununuka esyonyusi. Ebïthï 
ebikalhwa mw’emïbatsï ng’emzümbü 
ebïkasanganawa omo mwanya 
oyo bïkathekawa omo hinyumba 

hy’ebïswa. Omükongo neryo 
akatsuka oko kathwa ka Kisangani 
(akalhusaya erina lyako ok’omwimaniri 
mükülhü omo myatsï y’obulimu 
omo bülhambü- ïya Kisangani), 
olhubiryo olhukabiraya amalhambü 
lhukakolesibawa, eryandaghalha omo 
lhusi. Olhubiryo neryo lhükathekawa 
okwïsangasanganïro ly’olhusi 
Nyamüghasana n’olhusi Kabiri.

N’ilholho abakali abalï oko müghesera 
erihika oko mwanya oyo, kandï omwatsï 
wosi owathisirïire syalïkolerawa hakuhi 
n’omwanya oyo. Omwatsï owathisirire 
amakolebwa hakuhi n’omwanya oyo, 
kyikalengekanibawa ïndï omwanya 
akabya iniamahalibwa neryo 
abalyakolha nabï banganasüghïrwa 
ng’erïbakolhamo ngümba kütse 
emirimu eribitha.
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OBWISEMALHAMBU 
BW’EMÜYÏNA

Bükasangawa ahakathikathi k’olhusi 
Kanyambara n’olhusi Nyamüghasana. 
om’obwisemalhambu obu 
mükabanïka erïbya ïmülï 
ebïkakanganaya obwikalhu bwa kera 
bw’abakonzo. Mülï emïthoma mïnene 
eyikakanganaya ïndï abakonzo 
kera babya bikere omo kyïpïndï 
ekyi küsangwa abakonzo basibwe 
ng’abakahera emïthoma erikangania 
ahatsikire abandü b’ebïtsümbï. Kandï 
mülï akaghendanzïra omwabya 
mükalhaba abandü bakalhwa 
kütse bakaghenda eKongo kütse 
eYuganda. Obükama bwabere 
bwabïrïkolhwa, eMüyïna müyabya 
obuhikira bw’erïkolera mw’emibiri, 
ekyerïlhangïrïrako ng’erïthendeka 
abathabali, erïkolerayo emïkongo 
y’obükama eKalingwe 
n’eKahindangoma.

Emïrwa y’eryerya n’erikakirya 
ebïtsïbü, Esyondekere sya 
Kalyabolho

Esyondekere sya Kalyabolho sïrï 
esyomita 2363 endatha w’engetse 
enene. Sïrï omo bülhambü 
bw’eBüyagha, omwithwale 
ly’eKanyatsï, omo ghombora 
y’eKyondo omo disiturikiti y’eKasese. 
Omwanya oyu alï omo müghongo 
(kütse obülhambü) bw’eKasebere 
om’obwisemalhambu bw’eMüyïna 
omo Büsïnga bwa Rwenzürürü.

Esyondekere nï manyumba 
w’ebïswa. Kalyabolho abya mükülhü 
w’omüghongo w’eKasebere. 
Omüswagha, Kalyabolho akïbükawa 
büsana n’eritsukisya erihimba 
amanyumba w’ebïswa awabya 
akakolesibwa büsana n’erïlengülïra 
mw’abandü, eribalhusya 
kw’amalholho n’enzïra y’eritsemesya 
emirimu y’omo kyïhüghü.

Ono w’omwanya ow’abakülhü 
b’amalhambü babya bakasako 
bakasyakania n’abalimu. Abandü 
banabya bamalhangïra ekyïyïthawa 
ky’eribirya obülhambü kütse erisondya 
emiyisya y’eryerya ndeke ebyalya, 
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omülïrü, esyongwangwa, emisikyi 
n’ebihunzo by’amalhwere, mükülhü 
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bükaghendaghendanaya n’obünene 
bw’emirimu eyikendihikibwako. 
Omo mirimu eyi mwanganabya: 
Kalisya (owakimanira ebïsoro), 
Mükene (Owakimanira eryerya ndeke 
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bw’omwanya oyu. Ekyerïlhangïrïrako 
bakülhü b’amalhambü basa 
babahamwirwe erihika oko mwanya 
oyu endambi yosi-yosi. Abandï 
bandü bakalighirawa erihika kügho 
omo bïro ebïsombwerwe büsana 
n’erïyabalhamïra omwanya oyo.

Erïghaba emiyisa, Omwanya owalï 
kw’Obwïngïra bwa Kayïmbï

Omwanya oyu akalengekanibawa 
erïbya ïnïalï kw’amaka awakakakiraya 
obülhogho obukalhwa oko 
mirimu mïbï; amaka w’erilhamya, 
erihererya obusike obukaghunzaho 
ebirengekanio bïngyï oko mündü, 
kandï n’erïrïnda abandü oko 
syonzighu. Obwïngïra bwa Kayïmbï 
nï mwanya owahighulhwe owalï 
hakuhi n’olhusi lhwa Lhubiriha omo 
bülhambü bw’eNgwekwe, omwithale 
ly’eKithobira, omo ghombora 
y’eKitholhu om’obwisemalhambu 
bw’eKambasa obw’obüsïnga bwa 
Rwenzürürü.

Mükülhü wa bülhambü ow’ekyïpïndï 
ekyi n’isemalhambü bakakolesaya 
omwanya oyu erïkolha emïrwa, erïkolha 
esyondeko sy’ebyekyïbüthïranwa 
kandï ïbabïka mügho eby’erikolesya 
oko mukumu owakawathawa oko 
lhüsümba erïthoka erïbïha emiyisa 
kandï n’erïreka ebyeryimbisya 
oko mukumu ibyikalha ïbïnawïthe 
akaghalha k’emïrwa.

Oko mwanya oyu külï ekyaghanda 
ky’emïkongo ya Kayïmbï 
ekyïkahülhawamo ekyaghanda 
ky’ebïtswero, omülï bïndü bïnene 
by’ekyïbüthïranwa ebikakolesibawa 
omo mïkongo, bithondire ng’ebïndü 
by’erïsyathülhwa bïkïbükïrwako.

Omo bïro bw’enzalha, obuthuku 
erïtsanda, akatabangüko omo 
kyïpïndï, ebyalya erïthendïhetha 
kütse erïthendyera ndeka, ebihunzo 
n’emïhïthü ng’erïbogha ly’amaghetse, 
esyongwangwa n’emisikyi, abandü 
ïbanambembethïbïrwe n’omwimaniri 
oyükasondolhawa n’omulimu 
bakayasabïra oko bwïngïra obu. 
Abalimi bakaletha oko bwïngïra 
kw’ebïrïmwa by’esyonguma bïke-bïke 
n’ebïsoro erïsyasondya erïtsümülhwa 
ly’erïghesa bïnene n’omüthüngü 
w’ebïsoro oghuwene.

Eribwe lïnene ery’abalimu 
kütse emirimu, erya Kayïmbï, 
erikalengekanibawa erïbya 
erïmathïkeke omo mirimu 
n’Obwïngïra lïrï hakuhi. Bakabugha 
ambü oko mbanïka y’okwezi kühya-
kühya, eribwe eri lïkayïbalhangülha. 
Obülï kyïhanda kyïwïthe ekyabïse 
ky’erïsatha nakyo. Ekyabïse ekyi 
kyithekirwe büthekwa erïranga 
erïbanïka ly’okwezi kühya-kühya nüko 
abandï banyakyïhanda

ïbamïnya neryo ïbayenda esyonyüsü, 
n’amabwe w’erithalya kw’ebïpanga, 
emïhamba n’amathumu erilhwa 
oko libwe ly’obwïngïra bwa 
Kayïmbï. Ebïhandï by’amabwe 
bikalengekanibawa erïbya 
ïbïwïthe amaka awakakolesibawa 
n’abasakyï erïswa emïbatsï 
y’ekyiyira eyïkathambïra. Embere 
w’omüghülhü müke, eribwe ly’abalimu 
likalengekanibawa erïbya ïrïkasüba 
ngokulinalhwe.

Emyatsï yosi eyithisirire kütse 
eyobutsandirya yïkaghanawa oko 
mwanya oyu kandï abakakolha nabï 
bakaholha eribwe lïkasübasübana 
ng’okülyabya lïthe lyayisathangya.
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A monument at Bulemba in memory of Isemusinga, Isaya Mukirane Kibazanga

obwiranda. Mwahimbwako enyumba 
y’eryikalhamo y’omükama, 
ebyaghanda, erithendekero 
ly’omüsïngyï ly’obükama erya Buhikira 
omwasomera omwana w’engoma 
ïya Mümbere Charles n’abandï bana 
b’abakonzo mübasomera mülyo. 
Erïrïma, olhulisiryo n’engomo 
y’ekyïkalï nabyo mubyahiribwa omo 
mwanya oyo.

Akathwa k’obükama aka Bülemba 
kakalengekanibawa erïbya ïnï mwanya 
owalï kw’amaka kütse obuthokyi 
bw’erilhamya kyinyamulimu kütse 
ebïrïko ebisamalirwe erïbya ïbïwïthe 
akaghalha k’erilhamia. Oko munabwire, 
bakülhü b’amalhambü bakabüngïra 
akathwa ako bakayabandana 
n’erikania kyinyamulimu n’omükama 
Isaya, kwilhabirirya omo buthuku 
bw’ebirithu omülï ng’akatabangüko 
omo bïpïndï n’emïhïthü ng’emisikyi, 
esyongwangwa n’erïbogha 
ly’esyonyusi.

Obülï mwaka abakonzo 
bakabalhamïra akathwa n’eyïsïnda 

y’obükama, eryïbüka n’erikulya 
obüyïngü bw’omükama emanzï kandï 
n’erïsabïra erïtsümülhwa omo mïbere 
muthina-muthina.

Oko lhübalhamo olhu, omükongo 
akakolhawa erïsaba emirimu 
y’ekyïpïndï eririghira abandü 
eryuwania omwanya.

Büsana n’erïbïndüka ly’obuthuku, 
eyïsïnda y’omükama yïrï omo 
mïbere eyïthe ndeke küsangwa 
endambi nï ndambi engwangwa 
yanganakinzulhayo. Ehinyumba 
hy’ebïswa n’enyumba eyïrï mw’ebïndü 
by’erïbükïrako byabiritsandibwa. 
Olhuhimbu lhw’amahero 
mulhwahimbwa oko mwanya oyu 
okülï omwatsï owakakanaya oko 
büyïngü bw’omükama Isaya. Ebinywa 
ebisakangire sïbïkyïsomeka ndeke

Eryongera oko bülïnde obülïho oko 
mwanya oyu obulhwire omo bïlhayïrü 
ebyabirihiribwaho erïbüngïragho 
kandï n’erikolesya epaka, hane 
emïtsïrü eyikawathikaya oko bülïnde 
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Oko mwanya oyu külï ekyaghanda 
ky’emïkongo ya Kayïmbï 
ekyïkahülhawamo ekyaghanda 
ky’ebïtswero, omülï bïndü bïnene 
by’ekyïbüthïranwa ebikakolesibawa 
omo mïkongo, bithondire ng’ebïndü 
by’erïsyathülhwa bïkïbükïrwako.

Omo bïro bw’enzalha, obuthuku 
erïtsanda, akatabangüko omo 
kyïpïndï, ebyalya erïthendïhetha 
kütse erïthendyera ndeka, ebihunzo 
n’emïhïthü ng’erïbogha ly’amaghetse, 
esyongwangwa n’emisikyi, abandü 
ïbanambembethïbïrwe n’omwimaniri 
oyükasondolhawa n’omulimu 
bakayasabïra oko bwïngïra obu. 
Abalimi bakaletha oko bwïngïra 
kw’ebïrïmwa by’esyonguma bïke-bïke 
n’ebïsoro erïsyasondya erïtsümülhwa 
ly’erïghesa bïnene n’omüthüngü 
w’ebïsoro oghuwene.

Eribwe lïnene ery’abalimu 
kütse emirimu, erya Kayïmbï, 
erikalengekanibawa erïbya 
erïmathïkeke omo mirimu 
n’Obwïngïra lïrï hakuhi. Bakabugha 
ambü oko mbanïka y’okwezi kühya-
kühya, eribwe eri lïkayïbalhangülha. 
Obülï kyïhanda kyïwïthe ekyabïse 
ky’erïsatha nakyo. Ekyabïse ekyi 
kyithekirwe büthekwa erïranga 
erïbanïka ly’okwezi kühya-kühya nüko 
abandï banyakyïhanda

ïbamïnya neryo ïbayenda esyonyüsü, 
n’amabwe w’erithalya kw’ebïpanga, 
emïhamba n’amathumu erilhwa 
oko libwe ly’obwïngïra bwa 
Kayïmbï. Ebïhandï by’amabwe 
bikalengekanibawa erïbya 
ïbïwïthe amaka awakakolesibawa 
n’abasakyï erïswa emïbatsï 
y’ekyiyira eyïkathambïra. Embere 
w’omüghülhü müke, eribwe ly’abalimu 
likalengekanibawa erïbya ïrïkasüba 
ngokulinalhwe.

Emyatsï yosi eyithisirire kütse 
eyobutsandirya yïkaghanawa oko 
mwanya oyu kandï abakakolha nabï 
bakaholha eribwe lïkasübasübana 
ng’okülyabya lïthe lyayisathangya.
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Obwisemalhambu Bw’ekambasa

Butsukire oko müthanü w’eYuganda 
n’eKongo (DRC) erihwa oko 
lhusi Lhubiriha erihika oko Lhusi 
Kanyambara, omo disiturikiti 
y’eKasese. Obwisemalhambu 
bw’eKambasa nï bükülhü omo 
büsïnga küsangwa momwabya 
obwikalhu bükülhü bw’Ïsemüsïnga 
Isaya Mukirane Musabuli Kïbanzanga, 
omüsïnga w’erimbere akathabalha 
obüsïnga bwïwe obutsukire omo DRC 
(Obwisemalhambu bw’eKyathenga) 
erihika omo Yuganda. EKambasa 
yayatsuka eriyikukulya erïsonda 
erïyïthongolha oko bükama 
bw’eTooro. Eriyikukulya eri ryatsuka 
omo mwaka wa 1954 erihika 1961. 
Isaya mwasombolha eKambasa 
küsangwa yabya obubisamiru 
obüwene; ïnïakathoka erïthïbïtha 
n’eriyabisama omo DRC hanabya 
hamabanïka ebïtsïbü by’olhühe 
omo Yuganda. Nokweryo emyanya 
mïkülhü-mïkülhü eyabïrïhïghülhwa 
om’obwisemalhambu obu yïwïthe 
mübongo münene omo myatsï 
ey’ebyakera.

Erirwanisya emïhïthü, Ekyïkalï 
ky’obüsïnga n’eyïsïnda ebïrï 
eBülemba

Omo bülhambü bw’eBubothyo 
obülï omo ghombora ya Ihandiro, 
om’obwisemalhambu bw’eKambasa 

yïrï ahatsikire Ïsemüsïnga Isaya 
Mukirane Kïbanzanga omüsïnga 
w’erimbere w’obüsïnga 
bw’eRwenzürürü oyowathabalha 
erilhwa 1962 erihika 1966. Isaya nï 
thatha wa Charles Wesley Mümbere 
Irema-Ngoma, omüsïnga oyülï oko 
ngoma.

Ïsemüsïnga Isaya akïbükawa 
nga purezidenti w’ethabalhü 
y’eRwenzürürü erilhwa 1961 
erihika 1963; iniathasyibukwa 
ng’oyowalhwïra obwiranda kandï 
ng’emanzï y’ethabalhü y’eRwenzürürü 
y’erisondekania erïyïthongolha, 
erilhwa 1962 erihika 1966. Omo 
thabalhü eyi mumwalhwa Obükama 
bw’eRwenzürürü erïyïthongolha 
oko bükama bw’eTooro. Isaya 
akathasyïbükawa ng’omusomesya 
kandï ng’omwimaniri ow’aBakonzo 
Life History Research (Akathunga 
akakolhawa eribulirirya oko kera 
n’obüyïngü bw’abakonzo) erilhwa 
1954 erihika 1961.

Omükama mwaholha (mwasohoka) 
ïnïane omo thabalhü kandï 
mwathabwa oko kathwa k’obüsïnga 
aka Bülemba omo mwaka 1966. 
Ekyïkalï ky’erimbere ky’obükama 
bw’eRwenzürürü mukyahimbwa oko 
kathwa ako. Kandï omwanya oyo 
mwakolha ng’obuhikira bükülhü 
bw’ethabalhü y’Abakonzo ey’erïlhwïra 
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Nzürürü nï thatha w’emirimu ïya 
Kïthasamba na Nyabïbüya abalekire 
obüyïngü bw’omündü ïbwabyaho, 
erïbyaho ndeke kandï n’abandü 
erïthendïtsweka. Kïthasamba, 
oyukalengekanibawa erïbya iniikere 
omo birika ebïrï oko müthwe-
müthwe w’ekyïthwa, nï w’akaghalha 
kanene akahambirire eby’obühangwa 
n’obüyïngü bw’abandü abosi abikere 
oko kyïthwa. Abakonzo bakabugha 
bathï esyonzürürü nï buhalya bwa 
Kïthasamba, oyukahakaya ekyïthaka 
n’abakonzo erïlhaba omwïyeya 
ly’esyonzürürü erya bülï mwaka, 
ekyïkaleka esyonyusi isyikalha 
ïsïnemüsenda erilhwa omo bïthwa.

Ekyi kyikakengesaya ekyïkaleka 
Abakonzo ïbanza kütsïbü emyanya 
y’amaghetse: Kïthasamba awïthe 
emirimu mïnene kandï omüghüma 
w’oko mirimu eyo nï Ndyoka, omulimu 
w’amaghetse. Nï büsana n’ekyi 
ekyïkaleka amasangasanganïro 
w’esyonyusi n’ebïsalhalha 
ïbyathwalïbwa omo mïbere 
y’embaghane küsangwa h’omulimu 
oyu ikere. Hakabya hamabanïka 
ebïtsïbü ng’erïbogha ly’amaghetse, 
ekyanda kütse enzalha, Abakonzo 
bakakolha omükongo w’eribirya 
amalhambü n’erïhongera esyonyusi, 
omükongo oyu buthuku bünene 
akahindira okwïsangasanganïro 
ly’esyonyusi, ah’olhubiryo 
olhulyakolesibawa omo mükongo 
lhükaghüsawa omo maghetse.

Büsana n’obühüghü bünene büthya 
ahakathikathi k’abandü n’epaka, halï 
eriyithayisya lïnene erikangirirya 
abandü oko kyïyïthawa ky’erïrïnda 

omwanya owasikibirwe omo 
kyïhüghü kyosi, erikolesya emïbere 
y’erïrïndïramo eby’obühangwa 
eyïthe yangasokolya abandü kandï 
iyinasamalire ebyekyïbüthïranwa 
eby’abandü bakalengekanirayamo, 
n’emïtse

Emyanya emïghüma eyihambene 
n’ebyekyïbüthïranwa ebisikibirwe 
n’abandü abahambirweko yabya 
ïsïyangamïnyererwa küsangwa 
ehinyumba hy’ebïswa, emïthï 
y’emirimu, n’ebïndï by’erïmïnyïrako 
byabirisendibwa. Emyanya 
eyïndï sïyïkyïrï mwa kyi, n’emïthï 
ïsïyangathasyasüba müyo büsana 
n’ahayangalhasire erïbya ïhabïrïlhasa 
ehïthï hikuhi-hikuhi ehikitha eyïndï 
mïthï. Emyanya eyïndï eyabya 
oko misike-misike y’esyonyusi 
yabiritsandibwa n’erïswïkwa n’amabwe 
manene-manene awakasendibawa 
bwandaghalha n’esyonyusi. Ekyi 
kyikamanyisaya erithalha ly’ebündü 
by’omübongo münene oko bandü 
abathimbire oko kyïthwa.

Abandü bakahabülha bathï ambï 
ïhatsïmbwa ebyapa n’ebïpande, 
bütsïra ebisakangire kw’omwatsï 
ow’abakasyarambüra epaka basa, 
alïrïryo ïbyakolha ng’ehiminyisyo 
hy’erïmïnyïrako ahalï emyanya 
eyisikibirwe. Abandü kandï 
bakasaba egavümentï bathï ambï 
iyabalighira erïghenda omo paka 
omo buthuku obwangasombolhwa 
erïbya ïbanemüyakolha emïkongo 
eyikayithayisibawa erïrïnda emyanya 
yabo kandï n’erikehya emïhïthü 
eyïkabanïka büsana n’abagheni 
erithendisikya emyanya eyo.
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enyuma, ng’esyobuthuku bwa 2004-
2015 na 2016-2025, ïsyo sïsïthïbïrïrwa 
erikangania ïndï epaka yïne mw’ebïndü 
byekyïbüthïranwa omo bühangwa 
bw’abandü ebïtholere erïrïndwa. 
Ekyerïlhangïrïrako, endegheka eyïrï 
mw’ebïndü by’erïkolha eya 2016-
2025 yïkakanganaya ebïndü bïthanü 
ebïkülhü-bïkülhü oko paka, omülï: a) 
eRwenzori ng’obwikalhu bw’ebïsoro, 
emïthï n’ebïthï ebïrï oko kalïbbïlïbbï 
k’erïtsweka, b) ng’omwanya 
owakalhwa kw’amaghetse, c) 
eryuwania obuthuku, ah’eryuwanirya 
embeho enyïbï, esyonzürürü, ebirika, 
d) ah’erïsathïra n’erïlhühükïra, na e) 
ahalï ebyekyïbüthïranwa muthina-
muthina ebyowene ebïwïthe 
obühüghü n’ekyïthwa (emyanya 
eyisikibirwe eyirindirwe n’emirimu 
n’ah’abandü babya bikere kera).

Nomo kyïne ïndï esyondegheka 
esy’omo bïro byahakuhikuhi 
enyuma sikasikaya omübongo 
w’ebyekyïbüthïranwa ebïrï omo 
paka, ebïndü ebi sibisakangire 
ndeke. Omo mesü w’erïbïndüka 
ly’obuthuku, esyonyusi erïbogha 
byabiritsandya ebïbüya eby’abandü 
abathimbire oko paka basikirye kandï 
ebïkabamathanaya n’epaka.

Nï kwenene ebïthwa by’eRwenzori 
bïwïthe emyanya mïnene eyïrï 
kw’ebïndü by’ekyïbüthïranwa 
eby’abandü basikirye. Omü mülï 
ekyerïlhangïrïrako ah’abandü 
babya bikere kandï n’erihuma, 
emïthï y’abalimu n’emïthï n’ebïthï 
by’emïbatsï, emyalïrü n’emyanya 
eyabya yïkakolerwa mw’emïkongo 
ng’eribirya amalhambü, amaherü, 
n’ebïndï

Hathe hakolebwa emïthanü ahakathi-

kathi k’eDemocratic Republic eya 
Congo n’eYuganda omo mwaka 
1910, abandü ababya bikere oko 
Kyïthwa Rwenzori mwabya esyondïmï 
isathu: Abakonzo n’Abaamba 
oko lhühandï lhw’eYuganda, kandï 
n’Abanandï oko lhühandï lhwa D,R 
Congo munabwire (Yeoman, 1992). 
Hathya thüwïthe abandü b’emibughe 
muthina-muthina, omülï Abasongora 
n’Ababwisi.

Abakonzo n’Abamba bawïthe 
obühüghü bünene n’epaka 
omo myatsï y’ebyekyïbüthïrwa/
n’emirimu. Abakonzo bakabugha 
bathï, erilhwa kera, bakathwalha 
ekyïthwa Rwenzori ng’omwanya 
w’erilhusya kw’emiyisa habwa 
erïbyaho ndeke lyabü oko lhühandï   
lhw’emyikalire   n’ebyabakayisüunza.   
Nokweryo,   ebïthwa   byabya   
bïkakolha ng’ekyïghona n’omo 
buthuku abasungu abasyathabalha 
babya ïsïbalïbasa (Yeoman et 
al., 1990). Omübongo w’ekyïthwa 
omo myatsï y’ebyekyïbüthïranwa 
akyinakanganibawa na munabwire 
erïlhaba omo mïkongo y’ebyakera 
eyïkakolhawa omo paka, omülï 
erihimba emyalïro y’abahïyï 
omükakolhawa erïhonga ebïsoro, 
emïkongo eyïrï mw’erïthïbïtha oko 
mirimu mïbï, n’erïtsïka abandü. Halï 
erikirirya omo bandü ambü omündü 
amaholera halï omo bïthwa ekyinda 
kyïwe sïkyïtholere kyïkalethwa eka 
alïrïryo ambï ïkyatsïkwa ahalyaholera, 
küsangwa emirimu yïkasangawa 
iyabirimwimya.

Abakonzo bakikiriraya bathï 
Nyamühanga yowahangïka 
esyonzürürü akasïtheka oko 
müthwe-müthwe w’ekyïthwa. 
Emïkya yikathulhagho yïthï 
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A view of one of the ridges of the Rwenzori Mountains

ky’omüthaka erïsenda kütsïbü 
ïkyalholha embere, n’abahïyï eryitha 
ebïsoro bïnene ebïnene-bïnene. 
Ebïndï bïtsïbü ebisamalirwe bihambire 
okwïtheka amakolerü awakakolha 
okwïthakülha ebyobütheke ebïrï 
omwithaka ng’ekyïnombe ky’eKïlembe 
n’erikoleru ly’esïmïntï ery’eHima, 
kandï n’erihimba ebïsalhalha bïnene 
ebïke-bïke ebikalhwa kw’amasalhali.

Büsana n’emïbere eyi, mühabya 
erithwamo omo mwaka owa 1991 
erïhïndülha omusithu mwa paka 
y’erihanga, nüko ebïhangïkwa 
ng’ebïsoro n’ebïndï by’obühangwa 
ïmübyathokwa erïrïndwa. Omubiri 
w’erïtheghekera n’erïlholerera 
omusithu mwalhusibwa oko 
bw’embembethya bw’emisithu 
n’erisubyagho oko bw’embembethya 
bw’esyopaka sy’erihanga ly’eYuganda, 
hathya obükahülhawa mwa UWA, ekyi 
mükyongera obuthokyi bw’obutheya 
erïbya bütswïrïtswïrï omwihiraho 
ebyerïghenderako omwithendikolesya 
nabï eby’obühangwa.

Omo mwaka wa 1994, omo nzïra 
y’erïsonda eryongera erïmïnywa 
ly’ePaka oko lhülengü lhw’ekyïhüghü 
kyosi ng’omwanya ow’omübongo 
münene, epaka muyakanganibwa 

erïbya mwanya owasikibirwe ahïsï 
sy’ekyïthongole ky’amahanga 
awayïtherene ekyïkasondolha 
ebyekyïsomo na sayasï ekya 
UNESCO kandï, omo mwaka wa 
2009, ng’omwanya owa Ramsar 
(olhuhindano lhw’oko bïsesa 
ng’emyanya y’omüthambü omo 
kyïhügho ekyosi). Epaka y’eRwenzori 
müyasakangwa na UNESCO 
ng’omwanya w’obühangwa- bütsïra 
“ng’omwanya w’obühangwa 
n’emyatsï y’ebyekyïbüthïranwa”, 
ekyï mükyaleka akaseseka k’ebïndü 
byekyïbüthïranwa ïkathabanïka omo 
butheya bw’epaka. Erilhusirirya oko 
lhupapura lhwa UNESCO olhülï 
oko intaneti, epaka müyasakangwa 
küsangwa yabyamo “ebyobühangwa 
ebyahïghülhü kütsïbü kütse emyatsï 
eyobübüya obulengethukire 
kandï büsana n’omübongo 
w’obuwane, kandï “ ebyobühangwa 
by’omübongo owahïghülhü omo 
bya sayasï ebïtholere erïrïndwa ïmüne 
ebïhangïkwa ebïwïthe omübongo 
münene oko lhülengü lhw’ekyïhüghü 
kyosi ebïrï oko kalïbbïlïbbï 
k’erïtsweka”.

Esyondegheka sy’eritheghathenia 
esy’omo bïro by’ahakuhikuhi 
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enyuma, ng’esyobuthuku bwa 2004-
2015 na 2016-2025, ïsyo sïsïthïbïrïrwa 
erikangania ïndï epaka yïne mw’ebïndü 
byekyïbüthïranwa omo bühangwa 
bw’abandü ebïtholere erïrïndwa. 
Ekyerïlhangïrïrako, endegheka eyïrï 
mw’ebïndü by’erïkolha eya 2016-
2025 yïkakanganaya ebïndü bïthanü 
ebïkülhü-bïkülhü oko paka, omülï: a) 
eRwenzori ng’obwikalhu bw’ebïsoro, 
emïthï n’ebïthï ebïrï oko kalïbbïlïbbï 
k’erïtsweka, b) ng’omwanya 
owakalhwa kw’amaghetse, c) 
eryuwania obuthuku, ah’eryuwanirya 
embeho enyïbï, esyonzürürü, ebirika, 
d) ah’erïsathïra n’erïlhühükïra, na e) 
ahalï ebyekyïbüthïranwa muthina-
muthina ebyowene ebïwïthe 
obühüghü n’ekyïthwa (emyanya 
eyisikibirwe eyirindirwe n’emirimu 
n’ah’abandü babya bikere kera).

Nomo kyïne ïndï esyondegheka 
esy’omo bïro byahakuhikuhi 
enyuma sikasikaya omübongo 
w’ebyekyïbüthïranwa ebïrï omo 
paka, ebïndü ebi sibisakangire 
ndeke. Omo mesü w’erïbïndüka 
ly’obuthuku, esyonyusi erïbogha 
byabiritsandya ebïbüya eby’abandü 
abathimbire oko paka basikirye kandï 
ebïkabamathanaya n’epaka.

Nï kwenene ebïthwa by’eRwenzori 
bïwïthe emyanya mïnene eyïrï 
kw’ebïndü by’ekyïbüthïranwa 
eby’abandü basikirye. Omü mülï 
ekyerïlhangïrïrako ah’abandü 
babya bikere kandï n’erihuma, 
emïthï y’abalimu n’emïthï n’ebïthï 
by’emïbatsï, emyalïrü n’emyanya 
eyabya yïkakolerwa mw’emïkongo 
ng’eribirya amalhambü, amaherü, 
n’ebïndï

Hathe hakolebwa emïthanü ahakathi-

kathi k’eDemocratic Republic eya 
Congo n’eYuganda omo mwaka 
1910, abandü ababya bikere oko 
Kyïthwa Rwenzori mwabya esyondïmï 
isathu: Abakonzo n’Abaamba 
oko lhühandï lhw’eYuganda, kandï 
n’Abanandï oko lhühandï lhwa D,R 
Congo munabwire (Yeoman, 1992). 
Hathya thüwïthe abandü b’emibughe 
muthina-muthina, omülï Abasongora 
n’Ababwisi.

Abakonzo n’Abamba bawïthe 
obühüghü bünene n’epaka 
omo myatsï y’ebyekyïbüthïrwa/
n’emirimu. Abakonzo bakabugha 
bathï, erilhwa kera, bakathwalha 
ekyïthwa Rwenzori ng’omwanya 
w’erilhusya kw’emiyisa habwa 
erïbyaho ndeke lyabü oko lhühandï   
lhw’emyikalire   n’ebyabakayisüunza.   
Nokweryo,   ebïthwa   byabya   
bïkakolha ng’ekyïghona n’omo 
buthuku abasungu abasyathabalha 
babya ïsïbalïbasa (Yeoman et 
al., 1990). Omübongo w’ekyïthwa 
omo myatsï y’ebyekyïbüthïranwa 
akyinakanganibawa na munabwire 
erïlhaba omo mïkongo y’ebyakera 
eyïkakolhawa omo paka, omülï 
erihimba emyalïro y’abahïyï 
omükakolhawa erïhonga ebïsoro, 
emïkongo eyïrï mw’erïthïbïtha oko 
mirimu mïbï, n’erïtsïka abandü. Halï 
erikirirya omo bandü ambü omündü 
amaholera halï omo bïthwa ekyinda 
kyïwe sïkyïtholere kyïkalethwa eka 
alïrïryo ambï ïkyatsïkwa ahalyaholera, 
küsangwa emirimu yïkasangawa 
iyabirimwimya.

Abakonzo bakikiriraya bathï 
Nyamühanga yowahangïka 
esyonzürürü akasïtheka oko 
müthwe-müthwe w’ekyïthwa. 
Emïkya yikathulhagho yïthï 
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Ebyekyïbüthïranwa ebïmathïkene 
n’ekyïthwa Rwenzori nï 
by’eriyisyethera ng’okü halï 
eriyisyethera eby’obühangwa 
ebïrï kükyo

Omo buthuku ebïghüma oko 
bïtsweka by’ebïthwa by’eRwenzori 
ebïrï eyïghülhü esyomita 2,200 
(ebïkahamba esyokilomita 995 
endatha n’ekabünü) byahïghülhawa 
erïbya musithu w’egavümentï omo 
mwaka wa 1941, ekyïlhübïrïrwa kyabya 
eritheya ebïhangïkwa ebyabya omo 
musithu oyo. Endegheka y’erimbere 
y’erïsondolha emïkolere y’omusithu, 
eyasakangawa 1948, muyakangania 
ebïlhayïrü ebikalire ïyïnaseghemere 
oko mübongo ow’ekyïthwa kyabya 
kyïwïthe erïbya ïw’omwanya owabya 
akalhwa kw’amaghetse manene. 
Nï kwenene, n’endegheka eyakabïrï 
eyeritheya ekyïthwa n’omusithu eya 
1961 müyalholha embere n’erïsokera 
omübongo w’erïrïnda amaghetse.

Muhahiribwa lhükwamïrwa lhüke 
kütse ïsïlhülï naho oko bïndü 
byekyïbüthïranwa eby’abandü babya 
bakahambania n’ebïthwa. Abandü 
mübakyïthwalha bathï bamalhusibwa 
kw’ebïthwa. Erisegheribwa 
ahamusike erisosire lïthya, 
n’erïthekaho ebïlhayïrü ebikalhakalire 
oko mikoleserye y’ebïndü ebïrï omo 
musithu, mükyongera erïyïghabülha 
ahakathikathi k’abandü ba bülï 
kyïro n’obulemi obwabya bükatheya 
omusithu.

“Erïrïnda eby’obühangwa 
ng’okükyabya omo bïro abasungu 
babya bathabere lyabya büsana 
n’abaramburi,” athya Stanley 
Balükü, oyükakolha eby’eritholererya 
kandï embüthwa y’omo kyïpïndï. “ 
Erisegherya Abakonzo ahalhühandï 
kyakoleka büsana n’esyopaka 
erïsïrïndïra abasüngü.”

Ekyabya kyalhwiremo, esyondulhani 
müsïthasyatsomana ebïtsïbü 
ebyangalhwire omo mibiri y’abandü 
oko Paka. Kyisakangirwe ïndï 
erilhwa omo myaka y’engagha, 
ebïthwa bïkaghenda bïkathünga 
ebïtsïbü büsana n’ebïyïthawa 
ebïkongera erïghendaghendanïa 
n’omühendü w’abandü erïyongera. 
Erilhusirirya oko kyïsakangü ky’epaka 
ekyïkakanganaya ebitheghekirwe 
erïkolhwa n’obutheya bw’epaka 
ekya 2016-2025 (ekyïseghemere oko 
sïndï syondegheka esy’enyuma), 
ekyakolhawa n’ekyïthongole 
ekyikalebereraya obüyïngü bw’ebïndü 
ebïrï  omoli (Uganda Wildlife Authority- 
UWA), ekyïthongole ky’erihanga 
ekyikalebereraya esyopaka 
sy’erihanga, kyikakanganaya ïndï 
abandü erïlholha embere n’erïrïma 
oko mandaghalha awahererenie 
n’esarü y’epaka kyïkaleka ekyïtsïbü 
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Habere hahwa omwaka müghüma, 
omo mwaka wa 2013, erihanga 
mülyathünga ekyïtsïbü kyïnene 
ky’erimbere eky’erïbogha kütsïbü 
ly’amaghetse awatsandaya 
ebïndü omo Rwenzori. Erïbogha 
ly’amaghetse mülyasübülha omo 
mwaka wa 2020 esyonyusi ithanu 
(Nyamwamba, Mübükü, Lhubiriha, 
Nyamüghasana na Sebwe) sikusulha 
kütsïbü n’eritsandya kütsïbü omo 
disiturikiti y’eKasese.

Nomo kyïne ïndï erïbïndüka 
ly’obuthuku likatsandaya 
kütsïbü ebïndü ebisamalirwe 
n’ebithasamalirwe ebïrï omo 
myanya ey’abandü basikirye omo 
by’ekyïbüthïranwa, akaghalha kanene 
kabïrïthekwa oko ebïkahamba 
oko büyïngü bw’abandü n’ebïndü 
ebikatsandibawa. Hano hahatsukire 
endakatheka eya Cross-Cultural 
Foundation eya Uganda (CCFU 
iyinemuwathikania na n’ekyithunga 
ekya International Trusts (INTO) 
eritsuka oko muhindu w’omwaka 2020 
epurogyekiti eyïkasamalïra erïsokera 
ebyeritheya ebïndü bïkülhü-bïkülhü 
ebihambire oko byekyïbüthïranwa 
ebisikibirwe omo bandü b’eRwenzori 
n’omo bïpïndï by’omo Alür,

Büsana n’obuwathikya erilhwa 
omo kyïthongole ekyïkahereraya 
esyombulhu esikawathikya 
omwïrïnda ebyekyïbüthïranwa 
(Cultural Protection Füund) ahïsï sya 
British Council, kandï ïhane erïkolha 
n’ekyïthongole ky’eBwengereza 
ekyïkakolha mubiri w’erihulhukya 
emyatsï n’ebïsakango oko kombyuta, 
emyatsï y’ebyekyïbüthïranwa 

n’amasatha (Department for Digital, 
Culture, Media and Sport), ekyïghüma 
oko bïndü ebyathükakolha omo 
mulhuma w’erimbere w’epurogyekiti 
muhahulhukibwa akatabü akawïthe 
omüthwe: “Erïyeya ly’esyonzürürü 
n’eryusulha ly’esyonyusi: Emïke 
oko myanya y’ebyekyïbüthïranwa 
eyitsandibirwe büsana n’erïbïndüka 
ly’obuthuku omo kyïpïndï 
ky’eRwenzori, 2021.” Akatabü ako 
kakakanganaya emyanya mwenda, 
eyosi ïsïyïrï omo paka y’erihanga, 
kulhusyako omwanya müghüma- 
Erïsangasanganïro ly’esyonyusi 
Mulyambuli, Nzwirangya na 
Nyamwamba.

Nokweryo, ïko akatabü akandï kano 
kakasamalïra emyanya eyisikibirwe 
omo byekyibuthiranwa eyïrï omo 
paka y’oko kyïthwa Rwenzori omo 
disiturikiti y’eKasese. Emyanya eyi 
yïkahamba kütsïbü oko Bakonzo 
abawïthe omüghanzü münene 
w’abandü abalï omo Kasese. 
Omo myatsï y’ebyekyïbüthïranwa, 
edisiturikiti yighabire 
mw’amisemalhambu anï (Kambasa, 
Müyïna, Bükangama-Büthale na 
Katswabwemi) oko amisemalhambu 
mwenda awakakolha obutheghekyi 
bw’ebyekyïbüthïranwa obwa 
Obüsïnga bwa Rwenzürürü (OBR). 
Awandï 5 mülï: Obwisemalhambu 
obw’eBünyangabo, Obwisemalhambu 
obw’eBühïra, n’Obwisemalhambu 
obw’eBüghendera omo 
disiturikiti y’eBünyangabo; 
kandï Obwisemalhambu obw’e 
Büghonga n’Obwisemalhambu 
obw’e Bünyangalha omo disiturikiti 
y’eBundibugyo.
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Ebyekyïbüthïranwa ebïmathïkene 
n’ekyïthwa Rwenzori nï 
by’eriyisyethera ng’okü halï 
eriyisyethera eby’obühangwa 
ebïrï kükyo

Omo buthuku ebïghüma oko 
bïtsweka by’ebïthwa by’eRwenzori 
ebïrï eyïghülhü esyomita 2,200 
(ebïkahamba esyokilomita 995 
endatha n’ekabünü) byahïghülhawa 
erïbya musithu w’egavümentï omo 
mwaka wa 1941, ekyïlhübïrïrwa kyabya 
eritheya ebïhangïkwa ebyabya omo 
musithu oyo. Endegheka y’erimbere 
y’erïsondolha emïkolere y’omusithu, 
eyasakangawa 1948, muyakangania 
ebïlhayïrü ebikalire ïyïnaseghemere 
oko mübongo ow’ekyïthwa kyabya 
kyïwïthe erïbya ïw’omwanya owabya 
akalhwa kw’amaghetse manene. 
Nï kwenene, n’endegheka eyakabïrï 
eyeritheya ekyïthwa n’omusithu eya 
1961 müyalholha embere n’erïsokera 
omübongo w’erïrïnda amaghetse.

Muhahiribwa lhükwamïrwa lhüke 
kütse ïsïlhülï naho oko bïndü 
byekyïbüthïranwa eby’abandü babya 
bakahambania n’ebïthwa. Abandü 
mübakyïthwalha bathï bamalhusibwa 
kw’ebïthwa. Erisegheribwa 
ahamusike erisosire lïthya, 
n’erïthekaho ebïlhayïrü ebikalhakalire 
oko mikoleserye y’ebïndü ebïrï omo 
musithu, mükyongera erïyïghabülha 
ahakathikathi k’abandü ba bülï 
kyïro n’obulemi obwabya bükatheya 
omusithu.

“Erïrïnda eby’obühangwa 
ng’okükyabya omo bïro abasungu 
babya bathabere lyabya büsana 
n’abaramburi,” athya Stanley 
Balükü, oyükakolha eby’eritholererya 
kandï embüthwa y’omo kyïpïndï. “ 
Erisegherya Abakonzo ahalhühandï 
kyakoleka büsana n’esyopaka 
erïsïrïndïra abasüngü.”

Ekyabya kyalhwiremo, esyondulhani 
müsïthasyatsomana ebïtsïbü 
ebyangalhwire omo mibiri y’abandü 
oko Paka. Kyisakangirwe ïndï 
erilhwa omo myaka y’engagha, 
ebïthwa bïkaghenda bïkathünga 
ebïtsïbü büsana n’ebïyïthawa 
ebïkongera erïghendaghendanïa 
n’omühendü w’abandü erïyongera. 
Erilhusirirya oko kyïsakangü ky’epaka 
ekyïkakanganaya ebitheghekirwe 
erïkolhwa n’obutheya bw’epaka 
ekya 2016-2025 (ekyïseghemere oko 
sïndï syondegheka esy’enyuma), 
ekyakolhawa n’ekyïthongole 
ekyikalebereraya obüyïngü bw’ebïndü 
ebïrï  omoli (Uganda Wildlife Authority- 
UWA), ekyïthongole ky’erihanga 
ekyikalebereraya esyopaka 
sy’erihanga, kyikakanganaya ïndï 
abandü erïlholha embere n’erïrïma 
oko mandaghalha awahererenie 
n’esarü y’epaka kyïkaleka ekyïtsïbü 
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Bakonzo men happy to have visited one of their sacred caves inside the park
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omo myaka makumi abïrï eyïkasa 
ahambere, erïsamalïra omütsündü 
owasïkakeheramo munabwire omo 
bülï myakya ikumi owangïnabya 0.7 
y’ekilomita oko syosonda ini (Kaser 
2002 na Taylor 2006).

Erilhusirirya oko kyïthongole ekya 
UWA büsana n’esyonzürürü erïkeha, 
kyabïrïretha erïkolhwa ly’esyongetse 
20 oko bïthwa. Esyongetse esi 
sikahulhukaya amaghetse bülï 
ndambi awakaghenda omo 
syonyusi esïkasenda erilhwa omo 
bïthwa mw’eyïghülhü. Omo myaka 
eyamalhaba ahanyuma, ekyi 
kyabïrïreka ïhabya amaghetse 
erïbogha nabï neryo iniatsandya, 
erïretha ebïtsïbü oko bandü abikere 
omo myanya eyihererenie (kandï 
n’erihanga eryosi likahambawako) 
küsangwa amaghetse akandaghalhaya 
ebibwe bïnene-bïnene ng’ebyabya 
hakuhi n’eribirya-birya etaghuni 
eyosï y’eKïlembe. Amathendekero 15 
mwatsandïbwa. Olhusi mulhwasendya 
emiyi n’emyanya y’eririsiryamo 
ebïsoro, esyontïndü musyathwika. 
Erisendya obwikalhu bw’abakoli 
b’ekyïsalhalha ky’amasenyerezi ekyïke 
ekya Nyamwamba kandï n’eritsandya 
emyanya eyikalhwa kw’amaghetse 
awakakolesibawa omo miyi omülï 
esyonayikondo, ehïnwe n’emyanya 
y’erisengegyerya n’eryuwanirya 

mw’amaghetse.

Omo mwezi wakabïrï omwaka 
2012, omülïrü münene mwaka 
omo bïthwa owatsandaya ebïthï 
n’emïthï ebikawathikaya okwikehya 
omütsündü w’esyonyusi. Erilhusirirya 
oko kyïthongole ky’amahanga 
awayïtherene ekyïkathwalha buthunga 
ebyekyïsomo na sayasï ekya UNESCO, 
omülïrü atsuka omo kyïpïndï ekyïrï 
mw’ebïthï bikuhi-bikuhi (ekyïrï 
ahakathikathi k’esyomita 3000-4000) 
neryo mwalhandïra omo yïndï myanya 
y’omo musithu (esyomita 4000-4500). 
Büsana n’ekyihuhiriro n’omüyagha 
erïhïtha müke omo mwanya oyu 
sïkyabya kyikalengekanibwa ïndï 
omülïrü anganahika mügho neryo 
abakatheya epaka mübathakyïtheka 
omo bïndü by’erïsamalïra kütse 
eby’erikwamakwamania omo 
ndekatheka yabo ey’emyaka 2004-
2015 ey’erïrïnda epaka oko mülïro. 
Omülïrü mwahisya esyohekïta 
esikahika nga 4800 kütse pasentï 5 
oko mwanya wosi w’epaka. Ebïrïmï 
by’omülïrü mübyaka erighunza 
okwezi, kwilhabirirya omo myanya 
eyiyisungulikire kütsïbü eyabya 
ïsïyangathokwa erihikwamo 
ababya bakalimya omülïrü kuhikya 
ah’embulha yawïra yikalimya omülïrü 
omo myanya eyo.

3 EMYANYA Y’EBYEKYÏBÜTHÏRANWA EYISIKIBIRWE EYÏRÏ OKO BÜTSÏBÜ OBÜKALETHAWA ERÏBÏNDÜKA LY’OBUTHUKU OMO PAKA Y’OKO KYÏTHWA RWENZORI



58 Cultural heritage sites at risk from climate change in the Rwenzori Mountains National Park

MELTING SNOW & FLOODING RIVERS
2022

MELTING SNOW & FLOODING RIVERS
2022

59Cultural heritage sites at risk from climate change in the Rwenzori Mountains National Park
2EMYANYA Y’EBYEKYÏBÜTHÏRANWA EYISIKIBIRWE EYÏRÏ OKO BÜTSÏBÜ OBÜKALETHAWA ERÏBÏNDÜKA LY’OBUTHUKU OMO PAKA Y’OKO KYÏTHWA RWENZORI

ESYONZÜRÜRÜ ESÏKAYEYA N’ESYONYUSI ESIKUSULHA

2022
ESYONZÜRÜRÜ ESÏKAYEYA N’ESYONYUSI ESIKUSULHA

2022

2EMYANYA Y’EBYEKYÏBÜTHÏRANWA EYISIKIBIRWE EYÏRÏ OKO BÜTSÏBÜ OBÜKALETHAWA ERÏBÏNDÜKA LY’OBUTHUKU OMO PAKA Y’OKO KYÏTHWA RWENZORI

ESYONZÜRÜRÜ ESÏKAYEYA N’ESYONYUSI ESIKUSULHA

2022

MELTING SNOW & FLOODING RIVERS
2022

Epaka y’oko Bïthwa by’eRwenzori, 
omo bülengera lyüba bw’eYüganda, 
yahïghülhawa erïbya paka 
y’erihanga omo mwaka wa 1991 
kandï obünene bwayo nï kilomita 
120 omo büthambï na kilomita 
65 obukitsi iyinahambire ehïthwa 
hïnene ehïthwangathwangene omo 
syodisiturikiti ini Kasese, Bundibugyo, 
Bünyangabü na Kabarole, oko 
müthanü n’eDemocratic Republic 
eya Congo (DRC). Ebïtsweka 75 oko 
100 by’ekyïthwa bïrï omo Yuganda 
n’ebikasighalha ïbyabya omo DRC. 
Ebïghüma oko bïtsweka by’ekyïthwa 
ebïrï omo DRC nï bïghüma oko 
mwanya owalï mw’ePaka y’Erihanga 
eya Vïrünga (PNV).

Ebïghüma oko bïthwa ebyasibwe 
kütsïbü mülï Ekyïthwa Stanley, 
omüthwe-müthwe wakyo 
owakahülhawamo Margherita nï 
syomita 5109 eyïghülhü y’engetse 
enene, omüthwe-müthwe oyu nï 
wakasathü omo Afrika omo bülï. Ebïndï 
bïthwa mülï Ekyïthwa Speke (esyomita 
4890), Ekyïthwa Baker (esyomita 
4843), Ekyïthwa Emïn (esyomita 4798), 
Ekyïthwa Gessi (esyomita 4715, 
Ekyïthwa Luiga di Savoia (esyomita 
4627). Ebïthwa ebi bikalengekanibawa 
erïbya ïbyakolhawa emyaka 
esyomiliyoni isathu esilhabire. 
Ekyïthaka mukyahulhukya n’erïsümbïra 
eyïghülhü esyongüka erilhwa 
ekabünü. Esyongüka mülï ignïess, 

amphibolites, granite na kwazayïtï 
(Taylor na Howard, 1998).

Epaka yasibwe ng’eyïwïthe esyonzürürü 
oko ikwetha (enzïra y’eryüba). Büsana 
n’ekyïhüghü erihuhana, esyonzürürü 
sïnemükeha, ebirika bïnemünyegha 
kandï ebyunabyuna bïrïmülhangïrïka. 
Erïbïndüka ly’obuthuku kandï 
lïkaletha embïndüka omo mïkwïkïre 
kütse erïlhasa ly’ebïthï n’emïthï omo 
myanya muthina-muthina, emïhanda 
y’ebïthï n’emïthï eyabya omo kyïpïndï 
kyïrebe yïkabanïka iyinemuhuma, 
emïwïre y’embulha yabïrïbïndüka, 
kandï ïhabya n’erïyongera ly’erïbogha 
ly’amaghetse. 

Erilhusirirya oko kyïsakangü ky’epaka 
ekyïkakanganaya ebitheghekirwe 
erïkolhwa n’abakatheya epaka ekya 
2016-2025, eritholererya eryakolhawa 
ïya Menziel omo Rwenzori omo 
myaka ya 1950, n’erïndï eritholererya 
eryakolhawa ïya Kaser omo myaka 
ya 1990 kandï n’eritholererya 
eryakolhawa ïya Tailor omo mwaka 
wa 2006 kyikanganganibawa ïndï 
omo mwaka wa 2003 omwanya 
owaswikirwe n’esyonzürürü abya 
ïnïabïrïkeha erilhwa oko syokilomita 
7.5 oko syombandï esyosi erïsüba 
ahïsï oko kilomita 1. Esyonzürürü 
munabwire sïkalhangïrïka oko bïthwa 
bïsathü: Ekyïthwa Stanley, Ekyïthwa 
Speke n’Ekyïthwa Baker kandï 
esyonzürürü esi syanganabülïrana 

Obütsïbü obükalethawa 
erïbïndüka ly’obuthuku oko 
bïthwa by’eRwenzori
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2 Obütsïbü obükalethawa erïbïndüka ly’obuthuku oko 
bïthwa by’eRwenzori 

5 Ebyekyïbüthïranwa ebïmathïkene n’ekyïthwa 
Rwenzori nï by’eriyisyethera ng’okü halï eriyisyethera 
eby’obühangwa ebïrï kükyo 

9 Obwisemalhambu Bw’ekambasa Erirwanisya emïhïthü, 
Ekyïkalï ky’obüsïnga n’eyïsïnda ebïrï eBülemba 

11 Erïghaba emiyisa, Omwanya owalï kw’Obwïngïra bwa 
Kayïmbï 

12 OBWISEMALHAMBU BW’EMÜYÏNA 
12 Emïrwa y’eryerya n’erikakirya ebïtsïbü, Esyondekere sya 

Kalyabolho 
14 Omükongo w’eribirya kütse eryerya amalhambü, 

Erïhongero rya Kisangani 
15 Amenge w’obühangwa, Engoma ya Mühale 
16 Erïrïndwa oko mirimu mïbï, Obwïngïra bwa Othusi 

thübïrï 
17 Akaghalha k’erilhamya, Eribwe rya Sine 
18 Erirwanisya emïhïthü, Kathwa Kalï 
19 Erïrïndwa, Omwanya w’Obwïpe bw’Isekakule 
19 Omükongo w’eryerya erïlhüsyaho ebïtsïbü, Ekyïkale 

ky’obükama ekyakera eky’eKïghüthü 
20 Omükongo w’eryerya erilhusyaho ebïtsïbü, Omwanya 

w’ebyekyïbüthïranwa owasikibirwe owa Kalhonge 

22 OBWISEMALHAMBU BW’EBÜKANGAMA-BÜTHALE 
22 Omükongo w’eryerya erilhusyaho ebïtsïbü, Büwatha 

Kathwa Kalï 
23 Erïhanga embulha, Ekyïsalhalha kya Dunguluha 

25 OBWISEMALHAMBU BW’EKATSWABWEMI
25 Erïsïnga, Amïngïra wa Mïthï Yighaghire 
26 Akaghalha k’erilhamya, Omwanya wa Kebitakuli 
27 Erïbatsa, erïlhüka n’erïkolha ebïndü ebyakera, Omwanya 

w’Omündara 
28 Erïrïndwa n’erilhamya, Omwanya w’Erïhongero rya 

Kinyamwirima 
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